«MY DEAR UNCLE» — THREE LETTERS FROM
FRANCIS MARION CRAWFORD TO SAMUEL WARD

edited &y Roserr L. Gace

Francis Marion Crawford was o populer American writer, who
between 1882 and 1909 wrote more than forty melodramatic novels and
in addition meny works of history, bnmrﬂphu, and travel, several short
storics, and o couple of plays. He was born at Bagni di Lucca, Traly,
in 1834, was edvcated in varipus countries, travelled Lud[.!'l,r, succeeded
as a story-teller, and purchased a willa at Sant’ Agnello di Sorrento,
which was his main residence from 1885 until death there in 1909 ended
his iﬂtcr_sﬂ}f active life 1,

His father was Thomas Crawford, the distinguished American
sculptor, whose studios at villa Negroni in Rome were frequented by
patrons and visitors from many lands undl — and indeed even after® —
his trapic death of eve cancer in 1857 at the age of forty-four. F. Marion
Crawlord’s mother was Louisy Wurd Crowlord (later Mrs. Luthe TE]‘!“_',":I.,
of the famous New York Werds, Her older sister was Julia Ward Howe,
abolitionist, authoress of « The Battle Hymn of the Republic », suffragist,
and hnglly gra.nJ old ladv: her vounger sister, Annie Ward, (]lhtltlgul’QhEt’k
hersell by murrying Adalphe Mailliord, natural son of fnsErlh Bonaparte,
le‘uwn s older brother; and her hmther Samuel Ward, was an utterly
fantastic man — brilliant sclentific mind, student in Eumpf, linguist,
banker in his father’'s Wall Street firm, California golid-rusher, would-he
philosopher and critic snd poet, occulust, lobbyist, and uncle to a host
of adoring nieces and nephews #,

1 For additional information about F. Marion Crawford, sce: Flred]. L[ewis].
Plate]e. « Crawford, Francis Marion s, IDMesiongry of Americen Brography, ed. by
Avrrex Jonmsesw and Duopeas Mavows, 20 wols. (News Yorlk: Charles Bcvioner’s Sons,
19200, 1%, 219-520: and Awrmwe Hopsow OQmiss, dmercgn Foton: dn Hisrorieal
wird Crizical Sarpey (New York: 12, Appleton-Century Comnpany Incorporated, 19363
pan 383203, For hibliographical material on Crawford, see Jacors Bramcg, Biblio-
praphy of American Literaivre (Mew Haven: Yale University Press, 19373, 11, 341363,
For biographical as well as hibliographical infapmation on Crawford, T am indebted
o Joaw Preiivaros, Tus unpaal, diss. (Harvard, 19317, ¢ The Lite of Francis Marion
f.:r'rm ford =,

2 Por exampls, by Nathaniel Hawthorne; see his Newes of Traeel, 4 vol,, III
AL2T5, an The Complete Writinpe of Nathunicl Huwithorne: Graplock Edition, 22
vals. (Boston and New York: Houghton Mifin Company, 1900},

} The best general account of these four Wards i Lowse [lain Tuare, Ponr
Saenry and @ Siswer: Juln Ward Howe, Lonise, Anwiz aud Sazm Werd {Hoston and
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326 ROBERT L. CALE

Toward the end of his amazing life, Sam Ward (1814-1884) inesti-
mably aided his beloved nephew F. Marion Crawford. The voung man,
hmmcr been educated in New Hﬂmpq]‘llm Cambridge, Heidelberg, and
l{mn{*, ind then having spent some time in India as a student of Sanskrit
and as an editor, had finally pone to Boston and New York to continue
his studies and 1o cast chour [lor employment. First he considered
teaching, then review -writing, pelitics, and even a commercial position,
if his influential Uncle ‘um would Help him by pulling a few of his
illimitable wires. Instead, one night early in 1982 Uncle Sam assisted
him in an even better way: after hemuq Crawford tell the thr]llmg
story of a diamond merchunt nemed Mr., Fmobq whom he had met in
Simla, Inidia, Ward encouraged him to ficdonalize it and cvidently acted
as a mentor during the swift writing of it *,

Mr. Lsaacs: A Tale of wﬂdfl"h TIndia (1882}, as the resulting work
was culled, was an instantanecus suceess. It was a he PPy .ﬁamblmunu
of exotic ‘Jl‘lél’t‘diEﬂLH with Isaacs, the plewsantly mysterious Persian jewel
dealer, intriguing for the relmsc of an shducted Indian revolutionary,
plajring Hawless polo, shooting tigers, and falling in love with a charming
British girl—all in faraway [ndia in a crowded month of well paced
action.

Dactor Cluudiur: A True Story (1883 qLuCT\l followed, begun in
fact before the first novel had heen accepted for publication.  Apain,
Ungle Sam was an advisor ™ and, ;|g'|in the work was a hit.

This second nevel, however, is not so goodl as the firat, Trm, as

Crawford himsclf md ged, Du”‘ur Claudins 15 more finished in SWJE,
the conversation — especially in the fiest half of the book — more
sparkling, and the plot somewhar more credible. The story tells how
Cludivs, Phil. D, 2 prival-duzent ar ”ﬂltehl_u_ﬂ inherits a fortune
awatting him in America and falls in love with Margaret, the young
widow of a Russian count. Onece in New York after a thtrmmeh
described voyage with the sl DW} melting though thoroughly ch J.l]CI'DHL[l
Margaret, the hero pmmpd aosentts himsell Trom the last quarter of
his novel to recross the Atlantic ostensibly to Inil the sudden villainy
of & former fricnd but acrually to unblock M raret’s seemingly lost

Toronte: Lirde, Brown and Company, 1956}, For infrmarion on Samuel Wa-d alone,

see aleo Mus WivTHRoDR Criavire, Ronz.:m Spring: Memodrs (Boston: Little, ]-uow

:ml Company, 19541 po. [O0-102, 154-158: znd Faave Magav Anprason, The

M J._nfj voof o d Public May o A Histoeeal Derective Store (Minneapolis: Llmiversity
toMinmessta Press, THEL oo 146170,

* Mavp Howe FouorT, My Cousin F. Marisn Cogitsed (Newr Yarle: The Mae-
millan Comvany, 1934}, pp. 127-228; Maun Howe ELviorr, Unele Som Ward and
His Cirdle iNew York: The Macmillan Company, 19383, op 601, 625, &43: and
AnpErsow, Mysiery, po 155,

o Nravory, MY Cenow, poo 132, 155 120, 147
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jointure. There is too much plot, especially when almost all of it comes
in the second half of the book. In addition, the willain is the initially
charming Silas Barker, who too suddenly turns into almest a carlcature
of evil, The novel wanders and lacks the timing of My, Lraaer. None-
theless completely different in secting, spiced with some clever social
satire, atd brightened with one especially fine character, Doctor Clandius
does perhaps alter all, s its author stated, ¢ come very well as a second
to Isaacs ».

The noteworthy character for us in Doctor Clagdius is Horace Bel-
linghzm. Short but powertul, bald bt snowily bearded, adept in Latin
and knowing in the ways of the world, this seventy-year-old bon srvant
was modeled directly on Unde Sam Ward % Tn fact, when Bellingham
is first mentioned, he is colled « the uncle of the whole human races .
He pops in and out of the stery on an endless round of social enguge:
ments, appearing to think only of the good el others, not least when
merely eracing their lives with his superb conversarion. When Claudius
at oac point visits him in his rooms, an unusually detailed description
of the place follows, a description which enc may conjecture proceeded
from Crawford’s innumerable confibs with Unecle Sam at his home.
While entertaining his wisitor, « Uncle» Horuce genially confesses that
like most men he s a liar, adding, ¢ ..thert’s 2 dlub of us, two Americans
and one Englishman » % It is known that Sam Ward, Lord Roschery,
and a New York editor named William Henry Hurlbert formed < The
Mendacious Club s when the three were in New York ®. Further, Bel-
lingham confides to Claudius that some day he will write a book of
reminiscences. Starting to reveal its title, he stops and changes the
subject, and when the young teacher asks the names, the older man
refuses to tell, adding, « ..you would go and write it yoursclf, and sieal
mry thunder » 1% This all sounds very much like a private joke between
Crawlord and Ward, because Claudius is not a writer, save of lectures.

& fhid, p. 229; Erviorr, Liwcle Sam, pp. GU1-802; and Awnrasos, Mysiery,
B, ihs

TP WMakion Crimeorn, Deetor Clandiner A True Story g HL, in The Com-
plete Works of F. Marion Crawford, 32 vols. (authorized e, MNew York: P. B {2
lier & Son, ood)

B fhid, p, 243

9 Awarusor, Mysiery, po 170, Bor infurmation concerning Hurlbert, see Froorr,
incle Sem, pp. 560-361. Lord Roschery wus Archivald Philip Primrose, Sth Farl of
Rosehery (184715291 EFle was forcign minister of Fngland under Gladstone, 1856
and again 1892-1834, and was prime minister of England, 1894-1895, Rowebery was
an intimaze friend of Sam Ward for many vears, visiting him in America and enter-
ratning him at his estate, Delmeny Park, Edinburgh, and clsewhere, & was o care
of the Larl of Ressbery, Dalmeny Park, Edinburgh, that Crawferd wrote his letter
o Ward dated January 3, 1883

W0 Crawronn, Poctor Clasdins, o0 245
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Finally, Horace Bellingham is described as writing ¢ endless letters, and
his correspondence was typical of himself — the scholur, the wanderer,
and the Priest of Buddha by turns, and somethimes all at once » 11, This
oo #5 a picture of Sam Ward, whose prodigious correspondence can be
sufficiently indicated, surely, by noting that 365 letters from him to
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow have survived 12,

And now back to Crawford. Early in 1883 he rapidly wrote his
thind novel, 4 Roman Singer, which was seriolized in the Atiamie
Manthly heginning in July. Crawford’s opinion that this work would
e hit the mark » was hoth correct and justiied. Like Mr. Trages, it 15
skillfully put together. Unlike Doctor Clandizs, it has characters which
are consistently drawn and parts which are effectively balanced. 4 Roman
Stnger has for its hero Nino Cardegna, who rises from humble beginnings
to become a supremely thrilling opera tenor; bus love is more HnpOrtaat
than art in this story, as Nino pursues the obiect of his affection from
Rome to the wilds of Abruzzi — virgin territory for any British or
American novelist to explore and exploit, exactly as was the India
Crawford had used for the locale of Mr. Traacs.

It was not unti! 1884 that 4 Roman Sin ger appeared in book form.
By that time its author had tried 2 short story and an anti-Brirish
article "%, had suddenly (in May of 1883) procesded to London — secing
Uncle Sirn at 36 Piceadilly ™ — and thence to Rome to join his mother
and his half-sister Margaret Terry 19, and had written his fourth novel,
To Leeward, published in 1883, Late that year Uncle Sam, who had
left Americe the previous November to avoid the legal consequences of
sume hnancial chicanery on the part of his business partners 2 and had
been residing in various purts of England, joined the family eroup at
Sorcento, moving to Rome when it did. In the words of Julin Ward
Howe's d:{ug}ﬂer Mauwd,

At this time Uncle Sam seerns to have vibruted bettveen
s sister's home, the Alliemps in Rome, and Mentmore,

1 Jaid, po 248,

12 Aunerson, Mystery, po 87 See also Erziovr, Uncle Sum, pariss. for nna-
meratle Ward letters,

14 Bes footnercs 35 and 37 below, which explain Grawford’s references n bl
Ietter to these short works.

14 Ervrorr, My Cousn, i 156, When Ward left America on Mavember 210,
1862, « o avoid servance of wroges » in connection with the dislogalty of two business
associates, he went to England, siving Lis sister fuiia as his address — ¢ which heep
private » — care of Charles Ellis, 36 Piceadilly, Landon; Fratorr, Usele Sam, pp
636-638. Crawford's leveer of April 16, 1883 is sp addecssed Ly fis uncle,

18 Tor derails of Crawfords g, see Erorors, We Cosg, pp. 1551539,

1 Lee footnole 14 ahove.
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the Roscherys” country seat in England. The old ‘man
is still obsessed by his interest in Marion, alternately
blaming him for neglect and praising him for industry*

Fancying that his intensely busy nephew often failed to write him
enough letters when they were apart, he still praised the young man'’s
next novel, dn American Polticlan (not published unil 1883), as its
composition progressed 18,

In February of 1884 Crawford went to Constantinople determined
to woo and win the hand of Elizabeth Berdan, daughter of Genersl
Hiram Berdan — the two werc marricd in October of the same yesr —
hut the r:uur*ship wras interrupted by virtually the only eventuality which
Craveford would have allowed to interfere, the mortal sickness of « i
member of the family. Uncle Sam was dying, and the devoted nephew o
returned to Rome on Murch 25 to help care for him. Perhaps they
talked about Zorousier, Crawford's next novel, which his uncle did not
live to see in print — it came out in 1885 — but which Crawford had _
long considered writing and may have hnished during the winter of
1883-1884. Uncle Sam {11&; ont May 19, 1884, at Pegli, and his nephew
was with him until the last ™.

Sa ends the story of a celebrated uncle and a famous nephew. The
three letters which follow demonstrate the relationship, and the love, ,
between them. The letters were discovered only last vear i Sorrento. i
Why they failed to remain with the hulk of Samuel Ward’s papers. 1§
which ultimately were depesited in the Library of Congress and in the !
Howe and Chaﬂe: collections 2t Harvard Ur.n-trsn}, will prohably |
never he known. Perhaps they were near Sam Ward's bed in Rome !

|
i

and Crawford kept them for mementos after his uncle’s death, knowing
thut the old man had loved them *®. At any rate, the three letters, now | il
published for the frst time, escaped ¢ the iniquity of oblivien» and are ki
here printed by permission of the owner,

Roeerr L. GaLk ¥

17 Frriorr, My Couxsin, p. 174, Crawford addrecssed his letter of March 14, 1881, |
tr Ly pocle at Palazzo Altemips in Romie. [

15 Fitieer, My Cousin, po 174,

LB Cuanien, Roman Spring, p. 155 Erwiort, My Cowsn, p. 179 and BivrerT,
Elpele Sam, ppo GHZ, 683 and f_lﬁ{:l.

2 1t is kaown that Unele Sam cherished Crawford’s letiers, for he wrote to ﬁ
his sister Julia Ward Howe on February 13, [BE3, « I have weitten your Maud | [lowe _
Elliott] lately and have sen: vour letters to Rome, saving two of Marion's which I | |

keeny as pregiens: treasures of prateful affection.. s: BErprorr, My Cowste, pe 152
Crawford’s letter of Jaguary 3, 1883, maey have been one of the two so saved

(e —
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241 Beacon St

Boston Mass *

Jan 3% 1883
My dear Uncle

Many thanks for two letters, and for the notices from the Pall
Mall and Athanacum *. The one in the Pall Ml. though less lauda-
tory is by far the most intellect criticism I have had, and if vou
know the writer, I would be glad if you would convey to him my
sincere thanks,

The extraordinary reception which Isaacs has had, has resulted
in many advantages. Mr Aldrich of the Adunsic Monthly® has
contracted to pay me 1200 dollars for the privilege of printng a
story not yer written, all rights remaining mine for further publi-
cation. Messrs Houghton Mifflin & Co™ are making me advanta-
geous offers for Dr Claudius, but T have not concluded anything
as 1 shall ask Macmillan  what he will give me for the copyright
all in & lump, 1 am advised by competent persons here, ot to sell
the rights to Tsaacs and Claudius for Jess chan 8000 dollars, which
seems to me too much. At all events the sale has been phenomenal,
In less than three weeks that copies have been availuhle here, T have
heard of the book from all parts of America, and from the most
unexpected sources, I think that Claudius, which is much more

*1 This was the addeess of the home of Crawtord’s qunr Joha Ward Howe, where
Crawford was stuving at the thine. Sce Latxa ¥, Ricaanes and Maun Hows ErLiotT,
fulip. Werd Heoge: 18191918, 2 vals, (Roston and Now York: Heuphton Mitlin
Company, 19165, I, 71

22 These were British periodicals: the Pt Ml Budget, a London weskly, was
issucd from 1868 through 1920 the Atkuresm, u Loadon litemary weekly, was
founded in 1528 and ran wnti] 1921,

2% Thomas Bailer  Aldrich PISS6-T90T) was on Americon auchor and edior
Thongn he also wrote posrey and travel sxviches, he in now best known for o lew
surpese ending short storles and bis fine autebiograpiical novel of chi'dhood, The
Story of & Bad Bow, 1870, Aldrich wus cditor fram LE8| to 1590 of the Alanter
Mowthhy, the distinpulshed  Americzn migazine founded in Boston in 1857,

 The fine American mblishing hoose,

2% Alexender Macmillan (1818:1898) was head of the Brisieh prblishing frm
and a divecior of the commercially scparste American covipany of the safme name.
Macm:llan aad Company, London and Kew Tork, brought oot most of Crawford’s
baoks.
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highly finished, will come very well as a second to Isaacs. T will
not risk sending the MS of Claudius to Macmillan, nor will T accept
10 per cent as the condition of publishing, sceing what offers are
made here. T owe to them the first offer, but I do not feel obliged
to take from them less than others are ready to give. Tt would be
very important t me to know the number of copies printed by
Macmillan in the first edition of Isaacs, if convenient, by cable —

the mere number is sufficient. My arrangement with Aldrich is ; ||;Ii.
now a contract, the money to be paid on delivery of the full manu- ’FF
script. I will let you know about the plan of the story, which is {
laid in Rome and the Abruzzi * |

In regard to your instructions for obtuining information about
clections &c, T must know a little more abour what you require,
The proceedings of the two parties are known to be very different,
Will there be time if I give you all vou require by the 15th Muarch?
If sooner, please cable, as my work is pressing and I must meke |
arrangements, The first nutnber ol the Atlantic story will appear '
on April 15th ** and they must have three numbers to start with;
besides this, I have vet the second article for the Century ** 1o write,
You sce I am hard driven, and must plan my time.

To return to Claudius — it 13 2 better book than Isaacs, but will
never have the same success. Perhaps some passages may call out
the admiration of Lnglish Critics, like my scene in the Himalayas
— I mean, for instance, the night at sea in the yacht®, But they i
will have to allow that the siyle is more hnished, the conversations
more briliiant, and the story less improbable, '|

B Ui story, not vet referred to by Ptle, was A Reman Simger, Arst pablished E:
in book [orm n 1882, The Abruzzi scencs are cxccllently donc,

27 The first installment actuslly zppearsd in July; scc ANaatic Menchly, LH {
iJuly, 1843, 1-12. The cntire nowvel appeared in ewelve conspoutive monthly issuss, i
two chapters per month, creling June, 1884 -

“8 The Cepfrry Magazine was 2 popmlar New York quarterly (1870-1930,
whicl: Crawford frequently contribuced; howerver, no item in it by Crawford Las
been ddentified earlics than 1895

2B Crawford 5 referring here to o very deamadde seene 39 each of Lis Brst Lwn
nowels; Chaprer XIT of Mr Jaacee tells 0 thie exciting rescue, spainst o hackdros of
the awesome Himulovis, ol the Indina revolutionary: in Chaptor VI of  Decrar
Clatiding, the hero fells Margarce that he loves her, under a wearm, starey sky in the
mid-Arlantic,

e
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As for the Ttalian Story, I have hopes that T may succeed berrer
with it than I have hitherto done in my own eves. You know that
[ was never sanguine about my first, and hardly expected to attract
any notice, I am not sanguine now, though the flattering offers 1
receive give me a good, sound sense of freedom for the future, But
my inmost wish is t please myself, a thing I have not hitherto dene.

Boocock has not yet sent for the 50 dollars ™, for which how-
ever, you have my sincerest thanks, Do not send me any more, unless
it be for work to be donc like that you propose. You have done
much for me, but the most successful of your doings was making
me a novelist.

Very respecttully vour affectionate

Marion
Samuel Ward Faq.

Ap. 16, 1583,
7241 Beacon St

Boston Mass.
My dear Uncle,

The series of very interesting and remarkable letters with which
you have blessed me demand an immediate answer. First of all, let
me tell you that T have delayed my departure until some time in
May. The Gardners will go to Japan ™, and I to Rome. The resolve

# Boucock is Samie]l Ward Baoscock. who vess the son of Julin Ward Howe's
[avorite music teacher and who wis named fer for Unels Sam Ward bur for his
and Julin's father Colong! Samucl Ward ¢1786-1839), Bouceck + was loval Iriend
to |Urcle] Sam, wio Joved him [fke a son s, savs Ellor. i Uwefe Sam, po 621
Occasionally, he helped 1o sraizheen oo Unele Sam's often tangled Loances. The
mention of the ffty dollars probably bas to do with 4 pift whick Ward sent Julia
on November 19, 1882 fon the e of his sudden deparraes fo- Eneland), « to pay
Murior's expenser to Canada |10 serure conright] when his hook [Mr. fraees |
apaears »1 BLLiorr, Uscle Son, po 634, For o siightly dilfesert version of the same
lettes from Sam Ward, Just quated, see Ercorr, My Cowrse, pe 1470 Me Jarner weas
published on Drecember 5, 7842 see Branok, Bebdipraphy o American Literatvre,
11, 341,

#1 Mrs. John L. Gardner and hor wealthy hostand, of 152 Beacon Strect, Bostan,
Gved near Juha Ward Howe, « Mrs, faciz #, 28 the adtmactive, witty woman, fourteen
years Crawrord’s semior. was called, encouraged the budding novelist during the
heginning of his litcrary carcer. It shoyld perhaps he added thar Crawford's Family,
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was made hastily, and the sudden execution of it turned out impos-
sible, but it is now all quite settled and 1 have written home to
prepare them all for my coming. As for your kind and tempting
offer to come 1o you in London, T can and will come after the sum-
mer is over ™, As I said before, [ want to see you, but certainly not
the whole Almanach de Gotha in battle array. 1 cannot by letter
enter into details, but T will ask you not to mention 1o |se| my plans
to madame, if you write to her, as you sometimes do write. There
18 a time in a man’s life when certain things must stop, and 1 think
the time is come. Help me, dear uncle and father, and keep my
counsel #,

First [ will tell you of my doings. The article on the Moham-
madans [si¢] in India, of which [ lately spoke elicited a cheque of
$150 from Harper's Monthly M1 have also written a short story,
very sad, I fear, which will probably appear in Harper's Weekly ™.
The «Roman Singer» begins to come out in the July number of
the Atlantic, to begin the [se] volume®, [ have written another
letrer to the Tvibune *, which appearcd yesterday, in a more serious

wortied by the repor: thaat Crawlord was considering a2 trip to Japsn with the
Gardtiers, was rather relieved when arrangements were changed—Crawford decamped
for Englend and then Rome, while the Gardnors sailed for the Oclent withous
him. See Ererorr, My Cossrm, po 122; Cranene, Homan Stromg, ppo 11E-119: snd
THawe, Three Samte and @ Sinner, pp. 35002351, For a reproduction of the Sargonc
portrait of Mra, Gardper, see Maus Uows Fiororr, Three Gemershions (Boson:
Laztle. Hrown, and Company, 1923} opposite p. 374,

32 However, Crawlord changed his plans and went from Boston to Rome via
Londen, after all, srriving there on May 16, 1883; Evviory, My Cousin, pp, 155-156,

4% This section i intcresting for three reasons: (1) though slwaws a devoted
son, Crawford here refors o his mother ay « madame s in what may be o slightly
satirizal way (nete further that in the lecter of March 14, 1884, to his uncle, Crawford
seems sorry that socicty in Constantinople will not permit his halfsister Marguret
|see footnore 45 below] 1o wisit there urless chaporoned by o« the mother B
(2} Crawlord 2ot the age of twenty-sight is just heginoing o find his vocation and
hence to express his independence; amd wvet ¢3) Crawford, whose father had disd
when the future novelist was only threr years of age, looks to his ¢ dear undes
tor cuternal comfort,

# F. Mawos Ceawrorn, ¢ The Mohammadans [sie] in India s, Harper's New
Monthly Mapszme, LXXI (July, 18835, [65 180,

6 F, Mamon Crawrorp, ¢ A Recognition s, Harper's Weebly, XXVIL {Junc 2.
1853y, 346.347,

46 Lee footnote 27 above

T B, Mawmtow Crawrorp, « British Rule in India s, New York Daily Tribune,
Azcil 13, 1583, oo 3, cols. 4.3, Crewford’s early works are curiously filled wich

|
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strain, telling certain stories of my own koowledge. T know well
the opposition that such writings must elicit, and the kind of sneer-
ing, goto-the-devil, tone that will ar fiest be taken against me. But
I think such work will noe affect the sale of my books in one way
or another, However that may be, I am sure that T am right, and 1
mean o se¢ whether 1s it not possible to raise some discussion before
the world, The height of my ambition at present it to get an article
on the subject printed in the Revue des Deux Mondes®®, No half
expressed opinions will do at the beginning of such a guestion.

I am sorry to learn thet Macmillan will not put Claudius theoush
the magazine — but I think he is right. There are no posazs for o
serial in that odd book, and the plot doss not amount to a row of
pins, as Aunt Julia would say, Macmillan has heen misinformed
about the supplies of Isaacs. The whole American edition was sold
in three weeks, and. for nearly oo months, not a copy could be
bought in the country — anvwhere, There is now a plentiful supply.
Claudius will perhaps sell well — but not at first on its own merits,
The Roman Singer will hit the mark, Zoroaster ™ still absorbs my
thoughts and will make 4 massive center picce for a romance. Best
thanks [or the Firdusi **, not yet areived, [ received Lord Lawrence's
life i the Critic ™ the other day and was delighted with it. It is
the fairest account of one of the hest men who ever served a despotic
goyernment,

My health is better than it has been since 1 went to India. 1
abstain wholly from all stimulanes, including tea and eoffee, and 1
smoke light cigarettes, which seem to agree with me. [ am surprised

anti-British pronouncements, Evidently 4 was one of his ombitions in 1583 eto
rulse some discussion hefore the world 5 about British colonialism, Nore the anti-
Brtish comments in the letter of March 14, 1884, from Constantinople,

3% The Eepne der Deyx Mondes s the famous oyliucal semi-menthly founded
i Paris in 1831

3 The composition of Zeraaster was delaved bur may huve been sccomalished
during the winter of THEI-1E84; see the letter of March 14, 1889 The novel was
publizhed in 1855,

0 As an amateur shxdent of several Eastern fanguages, Crawtord would naturalle
be interested in the Shéhndme of the Persan poet Firdouss,

#1 The Crittc was a New York fortaioht'y review of lizeramre, running from
1881 to 1906, John Laird Mair, lord Lawrence [1811-1874), was gevernor-zensral
of India 1863-1869; his moderste nolisy of non-iningae Crawlond admized,
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at finding mysell so much better after a winter of such hard work,
and I am game for another book.

As vou cxpected, I laughed very much over Jacobs'™ letter,
and Ellis’** remarks. No Oriental in India would relish being
shown shown in the connexion in which [ put Isaacs, and no English-
man could see the beauty of the man's face and cecentric character.
He is not Armenian, but Persian, and in spite of his protest, he was
a devout Mohammadan |sic| when 1 knew him, reading the Kordn
and fasting, and all the rest of it

I am reading the numerous speeches you have sent me, with
great interest. So far, L* R's** is by far the best. L? Salisbury # is
an old woman, I will write more when I have read them all.

One word I must add about Margaret’s change of faith. T need
not tell you that she has my fullest sympathy in her step. Tt 15
remarkable that not a word has been said of her father in all the
correspondence 1 have received dircetly, any more than in what you
send me. How will he take 1t? %

Believing, as I do, that Western Sclentists are making much cry
over very little wool, 1 rejoice to sce her safely rescued [rom the
ideas of Spencer and Huxley *'. Truly, she knew how to find in

2 Tarobs was o Persian diamond mercant whoem Crawford haed mer in Simls,
India, itn 1879 lie was the madel for the citolar hoo of My faees. Sce Trrcorr, My
Congin, pp G7=70,

# Presumably Clharles Ellis, of 36 Piccadilly, London; seet fiotoote 14 abuve.

# Tpdoubtedly Lord Roschery; sce footaoe @ above

3 Robert Acthur Talbot Goscovneecil, 3rd Marcuis of Salisbury {1830-1903,
Hritish statesmen whose areaments at the Comstuntinovle Conference of Decomber
1876 - JTanuasy 1877 and whose conservative wolicy as scorctary for India, 18741878,
Crawlord evidently disapproved. Speeches of phe Marguis of Salishery were eilited with
a short biogrophy in 1883 by FL W. Lucy, a close friend of F. Madoa Crawlord.

0 Marparet i Loutsa Margarct (= Daisy ») Terry, later Mrs. Winthrop Chanler
(1862-14937), Crawlond's hall-sister, the daughter of his mother Louisa Ward Crawford
and her secomd husband, Luther Terry, an Amcrican painter in Italy,  Terry was
a Protestant, and two of his brothers were Presbhyterian ministers, See CumaNizn,
Roman Spriag, o 30 For information concerning Margaret's conyersion 1o Catholi-
clsm, see her own account, together seith leteers to and from Crawford weristen lace
in 1A8Z, in CHawikw, Koman Sprieg. pp. 1232149 Crawdord Himself hzd heoome 2
Catholic only a few wears carlier. Margare: became .a Catholic on March 19, 1883,
at Sap Luigd dei Francesi in Romje: both of her parents, esnecially her fazher, were
disappointed, but she wrote more than fifty vears later that she ¢ never for 2 momient
had reason to régret it »; Cranpiew, Foman Spring, p. 145

1 Crawrorn here refers to Flechert Spencer (IE20-1903) und Thomas Tlenry
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their dry thoughts, interpretations of noble beauty — but the beauty
was her own, and she put it to them. But she soon found them
unsatisfactory, and it was a case of Catholic or atheist with her,
Happily she chose the right — and not the least satisfaction to me
1s that you are yourself glad,

And so [ close this letier of odds and ends, with many, many
thanks for your written sayings, while 1 hope that before long there
need be no writing between us.

Very respectfully vour affectionate

Marion

5. Ward Esq.

P.S. - I forgot to tell you — and it may please you — that the
other night I was the honoured guest of the Papyrus Club (a lite-
rary [raternity in much csteem here) and the entire banquet of
about o hundred gentlemen drank my health standing, after listen-
ing to « long eulogy of me by the president.

Club de Constantinople, Pera*,

March 14, 1584,
My dear Uncle

The weather is worse and worse. It is snowing here, and I am
glad you are among the sunbeams in Rome, instead of kneedeep
in the slush of Péra. T saw Lady Dufferin and Lady Helen Black-
wood this afrernoon and they send you affectionate messages to

the effect that they are disappointed thar you have not come, Lord
D." T have not scen for some days.

Husley (182518930 powerful late 9th-centery British advecates of Darwinianism.,
which they applicd with certain reservations te cthical and sociological cons'deracions.
Crawlord's Doctor Clanding mentans Spenter repeatedly, though not in a derogators
wars scx Doceor Clandias, pp, 82, WS, 245, and 203,

¥ The Buropean secton of Constantinenle,

¥ Lord Dufferin was Frederck Temple Hemilten-Temple Blackwond, st Mar-
guess of Dufferin and Ava (horn 1826 ia Florence, Itale: died 19020, Duflerin wos
a4 bighly competent dislomar and administrator, serving Englund well in the Levant,
Indis, Canada, and Russia lefore L8%T, ur which Criwe he was trapsferred 1o Con-
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I had a letter from the Duchess of 5.7 last Monday, saying
that the Duke was coming here. 1 had already heard that he was
in Asia Minor performing juggling tricks with the peography of
that region, and supporting a scheme o convert the Dead Sea into
a soda water fountain. A Mrs Blair 1s said to be with his party —
I am told she is the wife of 2 man whom the Duke accidentally
killed some time ago. Is this true? Is she not one of the Hope
Lodge symposium?

Garmoyie is here in the glory of his masher collar and his
breach of promise. He excites no norice,

I spent yesterday afternoon an horscback with General and Miss
Berdan®' scouring the downs and riding up perpendicular preci-
pices. Everyone rides here, and they ride up and dewn places that
make one’s hair stand on end, until one is used to it,

Fasting began on Ash Wednesday with its usual severity, 1
attended the sixth heavy dinner last night since thut date. Lenten
dinners consist of lourteen courses with punch bofore the game.
This is mortheativn of the stomach — and if any ordinarily sen-
sitive stomach 1s vot mortified to the verge of decay by the trear
ment, it is that the austeritics are not undergone in the proper spi-
rit. The proper spirit is two helpings of loic grus and one of each
ol the other punishments, to be followed by two hours conversation
belore a raging coal fire. You will then feel like a Strasburg goose
on the eve ol execution.

I am poteering over a stew of ideas, and | mean to potter for
some ume in a complete abstraction from any sense of duty in the
matter ol writing books. An occasional idea rakes shape, but the
ideas are scarce and the shape shadowy. I do not allow anything o

stantinople to nepotiate in connecton with a politcal disturbance iavolving Turkew,
Eouvpt, end. Araloa. In 1881 he was appointed vieerow to India: He and #ady Pufs
ferin were bifclong friends of F. Marion Crawfmd and his wife, both of whom
were gladdanad when 1o 1888 Dufless'n was made ambassador at Rome,

W Possihly znnther reference 1o Salishurss ses foaraore 45 above

il The reference is to General Hiram Rerdan, inventor of the famous Perdan
e wsed dunng the Amcrican Civil War, and to his daughter, Elzaheth Chrisens
phet {e Bessie ») Terdan, whom Crawford maried in October, T8R4, in Constant-
nople; see Beeiorr, My Consis, pp. 184 and W),
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disturb the peaceful visions of nothingness thar float like conl air
through my brain. Escott must wait — evervbody muse wait, until
Iam ready 0 set to again. [ have been overdriven and must get
my wind before I do anything mare. I ought ho have read a dozen
novels instead of writing one ™ this winter. T do not think T will
publish that one.

By this mail T write o the mother, preposing that she and
Margaret should come here for a month, or as long as they please,
in the late spring. Unfortunately society here will not accept the
idea of Margaret™ travelling alone with me. especially with diffe-
reat names. Such is the ridiculous prejudice of this agel And may
the oul fiend rake it!

This iy only a scrawl, but it hears a loving greeting, dear Unele
and you must even take the will for the deed of the eloquence it
has not brought forth. Love to all,

Very respectiully. Your affectionate

Mareon
5. Ward Esg.

52

Prusably Zorouster, published 1883, Crawfards fncreasing sell-ussurance aed
ndependence are notble bere, and indeod throughour the lerer of Meech 17, 1854

# Morguset 5 Crawlords beloved hali-dster: see [normote 26 zhove ise2 also
foomnpte 33 abave),
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