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to esperimento della rmnoria smolecolare conservata dall'acqua depa diluizioni
estreme (... unkwown natore of the wrolecrlar signal.... cannot be becanse we cariof
andersiaind ir: BENVENISTE L., Lettern di commento, Lancet 1998: 351:367); ii. d'al-
tro lato, il commento al principio delle diluizioni; VALLANCE AK., JOBST KA,
Lancet 1998; 351:366 (anche in: VALLANCE A K., Can biolagical activity be mainte-
ned at wltrg-high dilution? Az overvien: of hameopatiny, evidence and Bavesian phvlo-
sophy. J. Altern, Complement. Med. [998; 4:49-78). 1 rilicvo epistemologico di Ben-
veniste non implica tutlavia che la sua afferinazione (Iacqua conserva la mermoria
dei soluti dopo diluizioni estreme) sia vera (in assenza di conferme sperimentali mai
intervenute da parte di alir laboratari), né fa divenire reali gli effetd terapewtici del-
le pratiche omecpatiche in mancanza di un effetto dimostrato can procedura speri-
mentale clinica (cost infatti correttamente commentano Klaus Linde e Wayne B. Jo-
nas, Lancet 1998; 351: 367-368). Va rilevalo che, delle medicine cosiddette alternati-
ve, sofo Pagopuntura ha ricevuto una validazione ufficiale da parte della U.S. Food
and Drug Administration (1997), Sulla distinzione, pretesa o reale, tea canoni epi-
stemologici della biomedicina e delle scienze natural, nonché tra frpreditibilig
dei risultad di un'azione medica, progressivamente riducibije nella medicina scien-
tifica, ed invece sostanzinlmente non riducihile nelle medicine altermiative, che con-
siderano variabilita individuale ed impredittibilita come intrinseche alla medicina,
siveda: AZZONE G.F, La predicibilita delle medicina seienzifica, Med. Secoli (997
9:39-37. Va infine ricordato che riguardo ai medicinal; omeapatici vi sono direttive
europee vigenti (63/63/CEE, 75/31%CEE e 92/73/CEE) e proposte di ampliamento
del foro campo di applicazione (Risoluzione Parlamenta europeo, sessione maggio
1997).
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To recall A. Pazzini on the centenary of hi.s birth afnd in Lhe:
same lecture hall where he started his university teaching career
i 5 g tion for me.
is a cause of profound emo ' L e

Born in Rome on 23 February 1898 of Norberto Pazzini, a

well-known artist of the current of the so-called macchiaioli and

Giannina Brandimarte, Pazzini completed his studle§ in Rom_e
and graduated in medicine on 12.3u13',f 1922, p]'esentlfll;cl; an ?\:
perimental thesis prepared at the _Instltute of Human hysiolo
gy directed at that time by Prof. Sl.lvestro baglioni. e
™ For the first vears after graduation, he wor%(ed as a physician
in the Military Health Service, first as an assistant at .thg I?lbpw
tute of Pharmacology and then in the Ospedali Riuniti, both in
Rogi: natural inclination for history found its full reahzatl(-Jl? in
the feld of the history of Medicine. It was _while he:' was wmd\_mg1
at the Santo Spirito Hospital, Rome, wh_lch housed a me 1}(1:at
history Museum supervised by Prof. Pietro Cappar oni, L aE
Pazzini started to devote himself to the study of thecr1 hsstor;;:ad
development of medical thought: Asa studen.t, hedh.a 1C9C;12plriih
a literary - historical volume which was published in 192 w :
the title Alcoliolisin and medicine, with a preface by I\/leng_azmnCE
which was followed by another }folume written in quu-n an
published in 1930 entitled De inedica preparatione maleficiariimn,
sive Practica medica. .
511 {Iilll); {Zggﬁinterest in the study of hist‘ory is_apparer}t in thg Fnu-
merous articles which were pubiished.m various ltie:ilaf‘l alili 0[1!:
eign journals, in particular the Bollettino QF the HlﬁthEtlg:i;l , ?? -
tute of Healing Arts, of which he was chle.f ?dlt(})l. After ia (gxc
the Libera Docenza in the History of'.Med.lcme in 191.%?1‘, he de-
voted increasingly more time to the .hisioru‘:a.l - sc:1ent131§ i)ssues
suggested by current developments in mechcmg. In 1:9 d.a.zz
ni held a lecture at the Free Course in the History Di.hl\ffi 1ctmi,
treating the Apology of the History of Medlc:lr_le, in L. e echulff:
Hall of the Institute of Hygiene, where.he continued to }tfacda*
terwards on his nomination as a teaching fellow. T met him dur-
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ing these university courses and started to work together with
him at the Buon Pastore Military Hospital in Rome, where he
was Head of Department with the rank of medical captain and T
was his assistant with the rank of sublieutenant. Thus it was that
he tock me on as a collaborator at his University Chair Right
from the first vear when he officially took office {1936-37), he
began to conceive the ambitious project of devoting to his sub-
Ject a separate institute with a library and museum, making it
thus into a centre of research as well as teaching.

In the basement of the present - day Institute of Hygiene he he-

gan collecting books, bibliographies, photographs, objects con-
nected with the History of Medicine, and furniture, all of which
were his personal possessions and which he donated to the Uni-
versity. He then transformed the premises into a first nucleus of
the future Institute of the History of Medicine, to be built on a site
within the main university campus and already established in the
building plans of what was known at the time as Studium Urbis,
now the Citta Universitaria of 7. Sapienza University. In 1953 the
first stone was laid for the new Institute and, one stone after an-
other; the building was finished the following vear, On 13 Sep-
tember, 1954, the new Institute, containing the Museum, the Li-
brary and the various collections of iconography, autographs, doc-
umentary films and slides, archives and S0 on, received the par-
ticipants in the XIV Intermnational Congress of the History of Med-
icine, and in its walls were housed the imposing collection of
books put together by Pazzini (over 40.000 volumes, including
2.000 of the sixteenth century) and the vast collection of museum
exhibits further enriched by the collection of the opera singer
Evan Gorga and by over 650 objects which he himself donated,

Pazzini’s artistic and literary temperament, his versatile tal-
ents are revealed in the Institute which he founded and which
carries the indelible personal stamp of the man who was the first
to dream of and realise this admirable institution.

Pazzinis didactic and scientific activity may be dated be-
tween 1939, with the publication of his first volume entitled 77
penisiero nedico nei secoli, and 1974, when he published in two
large volumes his Historv of the Arts of healing.

Pazzini maintained that basic roots usually spring from a fact,
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but the fact in its intimate significance meansrth'e e?:presfs;.l;nh(f
ideas, and the expression of ideas means the fe‘\ip1 e[s:srlltc)r1_.|:c)’1E p;;ﬁ
] or bearing in mind the relativity of the historics | -
losophy, ever bearing in min rel the historical pe
ith i i 3 s psychology, ethics and religion.
vith its technical assets, its psychology : fon,
Odz\%\s Director of the Institute and of thc? Scllmol of Sple{;::s;;;]
i C X is students to undertake group aks
tion, he encouraged his s _ ertake group researct
ich le ication of work carried out by ool
which led to the publica out by the school,
i i ical research on the furthest era :
among which biomedical 1 | st era of classical
‘eece tograph manuscript studies of L
Greece and Rome, to aulog : f the !
i e of the Anatomia Leonardiana.
Salernitana, down to those o : 1 .
121 Last but not least, is the postumous work on Morgagni's
. Lezioni Teoriche, editedd in a ]argeI qqagtolvolﬁnlii.an N
. is ace i wvities I wish also to re
Amongst his academic activi ; o recall his semi
A ich the research and studies of single s _
nars, during which the resear Jingle sidents
illustrat i 1t of the most up-to-date develop
were illustrated, often part o L ub-t : velopments |
i istori ientifi t in the biomedical sphere.
field of historical scientific thoug : . )
theFinallv he is to be remembered as a manlof strong Féltﬂ;}g 221151
i “an artist erived enormous pleasure and also =
ctions, an artist who dcnve‘ no s : !
ifliner torment from music, which he Hstened to in every free mo
ent of his life. ) y ] »
" Pazzini was a many-sided genius who left his r-narlx-gn Itaimg
3 | lert i noa
History of Medicine and the Institute with its rich library an
Museum is his legacy,
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