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NEW RECORD OF DOLICHOPODA FROM NORTHERN IRAN
(Orthoptera, Rhaphidophoridae)

Claudio DI RUSSO and Mauro RAMpINI (*)

 The genus Dolichopoda Bolivar, 1880 (subfamily Dolichopodainae) 
inhabits caves and in some cases epigean habitats of Southern Europe 
and Asia Minor including to date a total of 51 species (Eades et al. 2012). 
This genus is mainly widespread in the Mediterranean area from the pyr
enees to the Caucasus (Baccetti 1982, Di Russo & Sbordoni 1998); its di
versity in terms of species richness peaks in Southern and South Eastern 
Europe (Mediterranean basin, Apennines, Balkan and peloponnesus). In 
the Caucasian area, only two species of Dolichopoda are known thus 
far: D. euxina Semenov, 1901 described from some specimens collected 
in two caves of the western slopes of the Caucasus, in the Suchumi dis
trict (Georgia), and D. hyrcana BeyBienko, 1969, from the Lenkoran 
(Talysh) district in eastern Transcaucasia. A third species, D. noctivaga 
Di Russo & Rampini, 2007 is widespread in caves and epigean habitats 
in Northern Turkey throughout the Black Sea region (Taylan et al. 2011). 
In this note we report the record of a new sample of Dolichopoda from 
Northern Iran. The morphological study of this material allowed us to 
attribute the collected specimens to Dolichopoda hyrcana (figs 1-4), 
whose geographic distribution  now extends eastwards to the Caspian 
region of Iran. 

Dolichopoda hyrcana BeyBienko, 1969

 Material exaMined: Northen Iran, Alborz Mts., Chalus region, 2330.VIII.2009, 
1800-2500 m a.s.l.,V. Gurko leg., 14 ♂♂, 25 ♀♀, 15 nymphs.

 All the specimens were collected on the Northern slopes of Alborz 
Mts. at an altitude ranging between 1800 and 2500 m a.s.l. This area is 
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covered by the Hyrcanian forest, composed mostly of deciduous spe
cies, forming a narrow arc  from Talish in the Republic of Azerbaijan 
to the northern slopes of the Alborz Mountains in North Iran (Akhani et 
al. 2010). As found for D. euxina and D. noctivaga from Caucasus and 
Turkish black sea region (Taylan et al. 2011), presence of D. hyrcana ap
pears  strongly associated with thermomesophilous forest formations, 
that for their particular bioclimatic conditions (i.e high amount of annu
al precipitations and high percentages of air humidity) could represent a 
primary ecological  habitat for this species. 

 aCknowledgMents. We are very indebted to paolo Fontana (Casalino di pergine 
Valsugana, Trento) that provided us the samples object of this note. 

Figs 14 – Comparison of epiphallus shape in Dolichopoda hyrcana BeyBienko, 1969: 
male from North Iran, dorsal view (1), ventral view (2); male from Lenkoran (Azerbaijan; 
type locality), dorsal view (3), ventral view (4). Scale bar: 2 mm
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SUMMARY

 The record of a new sample of Dolichopoda from Northern Iran is reported. The 
morphological study of this material allowed the authors to attribute the studied specimens 
to D. hyrcana BeyBienko, 1969, whose geographic distribution  now extends eastwards 
to the Alborz Mountains in North Iran.

RIASSUNTO

 Un nuovo campione di Dolichopoda proveniente dall’Iran settentrionale è stato stu
diato dagli autori. Lo studio morfologico di tale materiale ci ha permesso di attribuire que
sti campioni alla specie D. hyrcana BeyBienko, 1969, che quindi estende il suo areale 
verso oriente, dall’ Azerbaijan meridionale ai Monti Alborz in  Iran. 

REFERENCES

akhani, h., M. orteza djaMali, a. ghorbanalizadeh & e. raMezani. 2010. plant bio
diversity of Hyrcanian relict forests, N Iran: an overview of the flora, vegetation, 
palaeoecology and conservation. pak. J. Bot., Special Issue (S.I. Ali Festschrift), 
42: 231258. 

baCCetti, B. 1982. Ortotteri cavernicoli italiani (Notulae orthopterologicae XXXVI). La
vori della Società Italiana di Biogeografia, Verona, 1978 (n.s.), 6: 195-200. 

bey-bienko, g.j. 1969. On the cavernicolus grasshopper of the genus Dolichopoda Bol. 
(Orthoptera) from the Caucasus. Actes IVe CIS 45: 2425.

bolívar, I. 1880. Note sur les Locustien cavernicoles d’Europe. Annales de la Société En
tomologique de France, 10:7172.

di russo, C. & v. sbordoni. 1998. Gryllacridoidea, pp. 979988. In: C. Juberthie & V. 
Decu (eds.). Encyclopedia Biospeleologica, Vol. II, Moulis – Bucarest. 

di russo, C., M. raMpini & i. landeCk. 2007. The cave crickets of NorthEast Turkey and 
TransCausasian regions, with description of two new species of the genera Doli-
chopoda and Troglophilus (Orthoptera, Rhaphidophoridae). Journal of Orthoptera 
Research, 16 (1): 6776.

eades, d.C., d., otte, M.M. Cigliano & h. braun. 2012. OSF: Orthoptera Species File 
Online (version 2.0/4.1). http://Orthoptera.SpeciesFile.org.

taylan, M.s., C. di russo,  M. raMpini & M. Cobolli. 2011. The Dolichopodainae and 
Troglophilinae cave crickets of Turkey: an update of taxonomy and geographic 
distribution (Orthoptera, Rhaphidophoridae). Zootaxa, 2829: 5968.


