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Introduction

Cisarthron Reitter, 1885 is a monotypic genus easily recog-
nizable within the Ciidae by having antennae 9-segmented 
with 2-segmented club, third antennal segment extraordi-
narily small, as long as wide, shorter than the fourth, and 
strongly transverse pronotum. It could be confused with the 
apparently closely related genus Diphyllocis Reitter, 1885 
which, however, differs from Cisarthron in several respects: 
third antennal segment elongate, distinctly longer than wide, 
and longer than the fourth, pronotum barely transverse, dif-
ferent sculpture of pronotum and elytra, different chaeto-
taxy (Reitter 1885, 1902; Ponel & Rose 2010; Rose 2012).

Cisarthron laevicolle Reitter, 1885 is a rare and lit-
tle-known species, hitherto never reported from Italy and 
Greece.

Materials and Methods

The Italian specimens reported in this study were collected 
in the framework of the projects “Piani di Gestione della 
ZPS ‘Parco Nazionale del Circeo’ e SIC inclusi”, carried 
out in 2013, and “Monitoraggio presenza e consistenza de-
gli artropodi di interesse comunitario nel Parco Nazionale 
del Circeo”, launched in 2021 and currently in progress. 
The data from Greece has kindly been made available to us 
by our friend and colleague Johannes Reibnitz.

Botanical nomenclature follows Bartolucci et al. (2018) 
and Species Fungorum (2021).

Acronyms of repository collections:
ABB A.B. Biscaccianti’s personal collection, Rome, Italy;
JRC J. Reibnitz’s personal collection, Tamm, Germany.

Results

Cisarthron laevicolle Reitter, 1885
Material examined. Italy: Lazio, Circeo National Park, 
Sabaudia (Latina province), Selva di Circe, Fosso Folaga 
Morta, 41°18’41.9”N, 13°2’26.6”E, 20 m, 26 Apr 2013, 
on Trichaptum biforme (Fr.) Ryvarden, A.B. Biscaccian-
ti leg., 1 ♂ (ABB); Italy: Lazio, Circeo National Park, 
Sabaudia (Latina province), Selva Piana, 41°14’46.2”N, 
13°3’13.4”E, 16 m, 17 May–14 Jun 2022, bottle trap 
on Quercus frainetto Ten., A.B. Biscaccianti leg., 1 ♀ 
(ABB). Greece: Achaia, Peloponnese, Kalavryta, approx. 
38°1’35”N, 22°6’35”E, 10 Oct 1998, B. Büche leg. (JRC).

Discussion

Cisarthron laevicolle Reitter, 1885 (Fig. 1) exhibits a S-Eu-
ropean chorotype (sensu Vigna Taglianti et al. 1999): it is 
known from south-eastern France (Ponel & Rose 2010; Rose 
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The rare South-European beetle Cisarthron laevicolle Reitter, 1885 is here reported for the first time from Italy and Greece. The currently 
known distribution, ecology and phenology of this species are briefly discussed.

Keywords: saproxylic beetles, Ciidae, Italy, Greece, new records.



Biscaccianti et al.

316

ed Ecologia del Paesaggio. Dipartimento di Biologia Vegetale, 
Università degli Studi di Roma “La Sapienza”: 1–147.

Dalla Torre K.W. 1911. Cioidae. In: Junk W., Schenkling S. (eds), 
Coleopterorum Catalogus. Pars 30. W. Junk, Berlin, pp. 1–32.

Jakobson G.G. 1915. Beetles of Russia and Western Europe. Devrie-
na, St Petersburg (1905–1915), 1025 pp., 83 pl. [in Russian]

Królik R. 2020a. New distributional data and comments. Ciidae. 
In: Iwan D., Löbl I. (eds), Catalogue of Palaearctic Coleop-
tera, 5. Tenebrionoidea. Revised and Updated Second Edi-
tion. Brill, Leiden, Boston, pp. 17–21.

Królik R. 2020b. Family Ciidae Leach, 1819. In: Iwan D., Löbl 
I. (eds), Catalogue of Palaearctic Coleoptera, 5. Tenebrion-
oidea. Revised and Updated Second Edition. Brill, Leiden, 
Boston, pp. 33–43.

Ponel P., Rose O. 2010. Découverte de Cisarthron laevicolle 
(Reitter, 1885) dans les Pyrénées-Orientales, nouveau pour la 
faune de France (Coleoptera Tenebrionidea Ciidae). L’Ento-
mologiste, 66 (1): 45–46.

Reitter E. 1885. Coleopterologische Ergebnisse einer Excur-
sion nach Bosnien im Mai 1884. Deutsche Entomologische 
Zeitschrift, 29 (1): 193–216.

Reitter E. 1902. Analytische Ubersicht der palaearctischen 
Gattungen und Arten der Coleopteren-Familien: Byrrhi-
dae (Anobiidae) und Cioidae. Verhandlungen des naturfor-
schenden Vereines in Brünn, 40 (1901): 3–64.

Rose O. 2012. Les Ciidae de la faune de France continentale et 
de Corse: mise à jour de la clé des genres et du catalogue des 
espèces (Coleoptera, Tenebrionoidea). Bulletin de la Société 
entomologique de France, 117 (3): 339–362.

Rose O. 2014. Ciidae Leach, 1819. In: Tronquet M. (ed.) Cat-
alogue des Coléoptères de France. Revue de l’Association 
Roussillonnaise d’Entomologie 23 (suppl.): 519–521.

Species Fungorum 2021. Species Fungorum. Available on-line at: 
http://www.speciesfungorum.org/ [accessed 10 Nov. 2022]

Stanisci A., Zerunian S. (eds) 1998. Flora e Vegetazione del Par-
co Nazionale del Circeo. MPA – Gestione ex ASFD, Parco 
Nazionale del Circeo, Sabaudia, 244 pp.

Vigna Taglianti A., Audisio P.A., Biondi M., Bologna M.A., Car-
paneto G.M., De Biase A., Fattorini S., Piattella E., Sindaco 
R., Venchi A., Zapparoli M. 1999. A proposal for a chorotype 
classification of the Near East fauna, in the framework of the 
Western Palearctic region. Biogeographia, (n.s.), 20: 31–59.

2012, 2014; J. Reibnitz pers. comm.), central Italy (present 
paper), southern Bosnia Herzegovina (Reitter 1885, 1902; 
Della Torre 1911), south-western Greece (Peloponnese: 
present paper), south-western Romania, north-eastern Euro-
pean Turkey (Królik 2020a), and western Caucasian region 
(Reitter 1902; Della Torre 1911; Jakobson 1915; see also 
Królik 2020b). The species may also be present in Spain.

Ecology and biology of C. laevicolle are poorly 
known, it is only known that the species develops on 
Trichaptum biforme (Fr.) Ryvarden (Ponel & Rose 2010; 
J. Reibnitz pers. comm.; present paper). The habitat of 
C. laevicolle in the Italian study area is represented by 
small clearings in lowland forests. The site of “Selva di 
Circe” is a relict of the ancient coastal oak forest, large-
ly dominated by Quercus cerris L. and Q. frainetto Ten., 
referred to as Teucrio siculi-Quercion cerridis alliance, or 
with Q. robur L. subsp. robur and Fraxinus angustifolia 
Vahl subsp. oxycarpa (M.Bieb. ex Willd.) Franco & Ro-
cha Afonso, in the temporary marshy areas (the so-called 
“piscine”), vegetation referred to the central-Tyrrhenian 
endemic association Veronico scutellatae-Quercetum rob-
oris (Stanisci & Zerunian 1998; Blasi et al. 2000). The site 
of “Selva Piana” is a mosaic of fragments of the ancient 
cork oak wood growing at the lower altitudes and in the 
plain of the northern side of the Circeo promontory, re-
ferred to as Quercetum frainetto-suberis association (Sta-
nisci & Zerunian 1998; Blasi et al. 2000).

According to the literature (Reitter 1885; Ponel & Rose 
2010; Rose 2012; Królik 2020a) and our records, adults of 
C. laevicolle are active from March to October.
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