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Abstract
The spiderfauna of Molise includes 98 species belonging to 64 genera and 21 families; 48 species are firstly reported for this region, 19 
are earlier record confirmed and 31 are earlier record to be confirmed. The following new combination and new synonymies are pro-
posed: Zelotes caprearum (Pavesi, 1875) = Zelotes caporiaccoi Denis, 1953 (not Zelotes caporiaccoi Roewer, 1951) syn. n. = Zelotes 
denapes Platnick, 1993 syn. n.; Cozyptila nigristernum (Dalmas, 1922) comb. n. = Cozyptila thaleri Marusik & Kovblyuk, 2005 syn. n.
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Introduction

Molise is undoubtedly the less studied Italian region about 
the spiderfauna (Pantini & Isaia 2019: 128, fig. 1); the pre-
sent article is the first contribution devoted to the study of 
this region and updates the state of araneological knowl-
edge.
 No organic paper has ever been published on this re-
gion and the few known existing data have been taken 
from the following 26 articles published between 1964 and 
2017: Alicata 1964; Tongiorgi 1966; Lugetti & Tongiorgi 
1969; Blauwe 1973a, 1973b, 1975; Brignoli 1971, 1977, 
1979a, 1979b; Brignoli & Gaddini 1979; Grimm 1985; 
Thaler 1994; Pesarini 2001; Helsdingen et al. 2001; Wang 
2002; Muster & Thaler 2003, 2004; Gasparo 2004, 2010; 
Isaia et al. 2009; Knoflach et al. 2009; Trotta 2011; Bolz-
ern et al. 2013; Decae et al. 2015; Bosmans et al. 2017. 
 The examined material, except very few cases other-
wise reported, comes fully from the collections made in 
the LIPU Oasis of Casacalenda (Campobasso province) 
in the period from 1.IX.2005 to 30.V.2006, during the re-
search conducted by Dr. Isa Battista for her thesis. The oa-
sis, located 3 km SE of Casacalenda, extends on the slope 
of the Frentani Mountains between the Matese massif and 
the Adriatic coast, and occupies an area in the shape of a 
quadrilater consisting of a mixed oak grove (prevalence 
of Quercus cerris L., with presence of Carpinus betulus 
L., Ostrya carpinifolia Scop. and Acer campestre L.) with 
of about 100 hectares surrounded by cultivated fields; the 
morphology is that of a plateau engraved by ditches and 

valleys, descending from NE to SW, with altimetry be-
tween 614 and 844 meters above sea level. 
 In the twenties the area was included in the plan of 
coppices and the deforestation scheduled every 15 years 
stopped only in the early nineties, when the municipali-
ty of Casacalenda turned the forest into a protected area 
by establishing an oasis of wildlife protection, entrusted in 
management at LIPU, which in 1997 was recognized by 
the Ministry of the Environment in the national list of pro-
tected areas.

Materials and methods

All spiders from Molise are listed in the table published 
below (Table 1). In addition to the data of the examined 
material, it contains the bibliographic references of pub-
lications in which spiders have been formerly quoted for 
this region and their relative chorotype according to Pan-
tini & Isaia (2018). Families are listed in alphabetical or-
der and nomenclature follows the World Spider Catalog 
(2019).
 Unless otherwise specified, all spiders were collected 
by I. Battista almost exclusively with pitfall traps (some 
species hand collected).
 All species were identified by the author except for 
Dysderidae, identified by F. Gasparo (Trieste).
 Specimens are lodged chiefly in the collection of the 
author.
 Specimens and copulatory organs were photographed 

eISSN: 2284-4880 (online version) 
pISSN: 0429-288X (print version)



78

Trotta

using an Olympus BX51 compound microscope with an 
Olympus C7070 wide zoom digital camera; the images 
were generated using “Combine ZP” image stacking soft-
ware.
 Abbreviations:
A  Casacalenda (Campobasso Province), Rocchia 

Moretti, 635–690 m a.s.l.
B  idem, Rocchia San Vito, 700–720 m a.s.l.
C  idem, Fonte Malfiglio, 680–690 m a.s.l.
D  idem, Fonte Mazzocca, 640–650 m a.s.l.
E  idem, Costa della Malve, 759 m a.s.l.
F  idem, Macchia Puzzo, 650 m a.s.l.
G  idem, unspecified location
MSNG Museo civico di Storia naturale “Giacomo Do-

ria”, Genoa
*  New record for Molise
!  Earlier record confirmed
§  Earlier record to be confirmed

Notes

GNAPHOSIDAE

Zelotes caprearum (Pavesi, 1875)(Figs 1–4)

1 ♂, 2 ♀♀,
Prosthesima Caprearum Pavesi, 1875: 124 (♀) 
Zelotes caporiaccoi Denis, 1953: 59, Figs 1–4 (♂♀) (not 

Zelotes caporiaccoi Roewer, 1951); syn. n.
Zelotes denapes Platnick, 1993: 669 (replacement name 
for Zelotes caporiaccoi Denis, 1953 not Zelotes caporiac-
coi Roewer, 1951); syn. n.
 
Type material examined. Pavesi described this species 
upon three specimens (3 ♀♀). I examined 3 syntypes 
(♀♀) stored in MSNG labelled “Prosthesima Caprearum 
Pavesi Typus! Is. Capri leg. Cerio” [white, rectangular and 
handwritten label].
 Zelotes caporiaccoi has been described by Denis up-
on two specimens (1 ♂ holotype and 1 ♀ allotype), but no 
type material has been found. 

Remarks. Despite the impossibility of examining the type 
material of Z. caporiaccoi Denis, the distinctive shape of 
the epigynal margins allows to propose the following new 
synonymies: Zelotes caprearum (Pavesi, 1875) = Zelotes 
caporiaccoi Denis 1953, syn. n. = Zelotes denapes Plat-
nick 1993, syn. n.

Italian distribution. Latium: Zannone island (Caporiacco 
& Denis 1953, 1954; both as Z. caporiaccoi Denis), Cam-
pania (Trotta 2007; IJland & Helsdingen 2014; both as Z. 
denapes Platnick) and Capri island (Pavesi 1875), Apulia 
(IJland et al. 2012; Lucia et al. 2013; both as Z. denapes 
Platnick), Basilicata (IJland & Helsdingen 2016, as Z. de-
napes Platnick) and Calabria (IJland & Helsdingen 2016; 
Pantini & Mazzoleni 2018; both as Z. denapes Platnick).

Figs 1-4 – Zelotes caprearum (Pavesi, 1875). 1, syntype female, habitus in dorsal view; 2, epigyne in ventral view of Zelotes caporiac-
coi in Caporiacco & Denis 1953; 3, syntype female, cleared epigyne in ventral view; 4, syntype female, cleared epigyne in dorsal view.
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Ozyptila nigristerna must be considered an incorrect sub-
sequent spelling (see Article 33.5 of the International Code 
of Zoological Nomenclature).
 The lack of tegular apophyses, the tegular thickening 
thin (thinner than embolus) and short, the embolus cylyn-
drical without any turns and the shape of tibial apophy-
ses of the palpal male allow to propose the following new 
combination and new subjective synonymy: Cozyptila ni-
gristernum (Dalmas, 1922) comb. n. = Cozyptila thaleri 
Marusik & Kovblyuk, 2005 syn. n.

Italian distribution. Tuscany: Giglio island (Dalmas 1922, 
as Oxyptila nigristernum) and Apulia (Lucia et al. 2013, as 
Cozyptila thaleri).

Acknowledgments – I am grateful to Isa Battista (Casacalenda) 
for giving me the opportunity to study the collected material; to 
Fulvio Gasparo (Trieste) who identified the Dysderidae; to Gi-
uliano Doria (MSNG) that allowed me to examine the types of 
Cozyptila nigristernum and Zelotes caprearum; to Carlo Giusto 
(Genoa) and Giulio Gardini (Genoa) for the very helpful and pre-
cious comments and suggestions which they made on the manu-
script; to Francesco Ballarin (Verona) for taking the digital pho-
tos and for sharing his unpublished data.

THOMISIDAE

Cozyptila nigristernum (Dalmas, 1922) comb. n. (Figs 5-9)

Oxyptila nigristernum Dalmas, 1922: 92 (♂♀)
Cozyptila thaleri Marusik & Kovblyuk, 2005: 156, figs 
1–4, 15–16, 19, 25–26, 30, 33–34, 40, 45 (♂♀); syn. n.

Type material examined. Dalmas described this species 
upon two specimens (1 ♂ and 1 ♀). I examined 1 syntype 
(♂) stored in MSNG (♀ not found) labelled “Oxyptila ni-
gristernum Is. Giglio (M.se Doria) types Dalmas” [white, 
rectangular and handwritten label].
 Cozyptila thaleri has been described by Marusik & Ko-
vblyuk upon seventeen specimens (1 ♂ holotype, 12 ♂♂ 
and 4 ♀♀ paratypes; not examined); type locality Ukraine, 
Crimea, Yalta, Massandra Park.

Remarks. This species is quoted in the World Spider Cat-
alog 2019 as Ozyptila nigristerna. Considering that “ni-
gristernum” is a noun in apposition (see Articles 11.9.1, 
31.2.1 and 34.2.1 of the International Code of Zoologi-
cal Nomenclature) and that in the World Spider Catalog 
there is no explicit statement about the change of spelling, 

Figs 5-9 – Cozyptila nigristernum (Dalmas, 1922) syntype male. 5, habitus in dorsal view; 6, 7 palp in lateral view; 8, palp in ventral 
view; 9, palp in dorsal view.
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Table 1 – Spider species list of Molise.

Casacalenda
locality

ChorotypePhenologyn° exx. MoliseTaxon

Agelenidae

Aterigena ligurica (Simon, 1916)

Coelotes italicus Kritscher, 1956

Eratigena fuesslini (Pavesi, 1873)

Histopona italica Brignoli, 1977

Tegenaria hasperi Chyzer, 1897

Tegenaria parvula Thorell, 1875

Textrix caudata L. Koch, 1872

Textrix denticulata (Olivier, 1789)

Urocoras matesianus (Blauwe, 1973)

Araneidae

Aculepeira ceropegia (Walckenaer, 1802)

Araneus diadematus Clerck, 1757

Araneus triguttatus (Fabricius, 1775)

Argiope bruennichi (Scopoli, 1772)

Cercidia prominens (Westring, 1851)

Gibbaranea bituberculata (Walckenaer, 1802)

Mangora acalypha (Walckenaer, 1802)

Neoscona adianta (Walckenaer, 1802)

Singa nitidula C. L. Koch, 1844

Zilla diodia (Walckenaer, 1802)

Zygiella x-notata (Clerck, 1757)

Atypidae

Atypus affinis Eichwald, 1830

Clubionidae

Clubiona aducta Simon, 1932

Clubiona comta C.L. Koch, 1839

Clubiona terrestris Westring, 1851

Cybaeidae

Cryphoeca silvicola (C. L. Koch, 1834)

Dysderidae

Dasumia taeniifera Thorell, 1875

Dysdera aberrans Gasparo, 2010

Dysdera apenninica Alicata, 1964

Dysdera bottazziae Caporiacco, 1953

Dysdera flagellifera Caporiacco, 1947

Dysdera rullii Pesarini, 2001

Harpactea gridellii (Caporiacco, 1953)

Parachtes andreinii Alicata, 1966

Rhode biscutata Simon, 1893

Gnaphosidae

Callilepis schuszteri (Herman, 1879)

A, B, D, E

A, B, C, D, E, F

D

A, B, C, D, E, F

D

F

A, B, C, D, E, F

F

A

A, C, E

B, D

C

G

G

G

G

G

A, C, G

G

A, B, D

A

PAL

END

EUR

END

S-EUR

END

S-EUR

EUR

END

PAL

HOL

ASE

PAL

HOL

PAL

PAL

PAL

SIE

SIE

HOL

EUR

EUR

EUR

EUR

PAL

END

END

END

END

END

END

END

END

W-MED

PAL

May, Sep–Oct

Mar–May, Sep–Nov

Sep

Mar–May, Oct–Nov

Oct

Oct

Mar–Apr, Sep–Oct

Oct–Nov

Apr

Sep–Nov

Mar–Apr

May, Sep

Apr–May, Sep–Oct

Nov–Mar

Apr–May, Nov–Mar 

Sep–Oct

Apr–May, Nov–Mar

May, Sep–Oct

Nov–Mar

Sep–Oct

May

88 ♂♂, 23 ♀♀

63 ♂♂, 16 ♀♀

1 ♀

20 ♂♂, 1 ♀

1 ♀

1 ♀

105 ♂♂, 9 ♀♀

1 ♀

1 ♀

6 ♂♂

5 ♂♂

1 ♂

7 ♂♂, 7 ♀♀

2 ♂♂

7 ♂♂, 2 ♀♀

1 ♂

10 ♂♂, 1 ♀

4 ♂♂

1 ♂

15 ♂♂, 22 ♀♀

4 ♂♂

Blauwe 1973a; Brignoli 1977

Brignoli 1977, as Tegenaria fuesslini

Brignoli 1977; Bolzern et al. 2013

Brignoli 1971, as T. nemorosa Simon

Blauwe 1975

Blauwe 1973a, 1973b, as Coelotes 

matesianus; Wang 2002

Brignoli 1979a

Brignoli 1979a

Brignoli 1979a

Brignoli 1979a

Brignoli 1979a

Brignoli 1979a

Brignoli 1979a

Brignoli 1979a

Brignoli 1979a

Brignoli 1979a

Brignoli 1979a

Bosmans et al. 2017

Bosmans et al. 2017

Blauwe 1973a

Gasparo 2010

Gasparo 2010

Alicata 1964, as D. apenninica 

apenninica; Gasparo 2010

Gasparo 2010

Gasparo 2010

Pesarini 2001; Gasparo 2010

Gasparo 2010

Gasparo 2010

Gasparo 2010

*
§
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§
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!
*
*
!

§
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§
§
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§
§
§
§
§

*

§
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Casacalenda
locality

ChorotypePhenologyn° exx. MoliseTaxon

Drassodes lapidosus (Walckenaer, 1802)

Drassyllus villicus (Thorell, 1875)

Haplodrassus macellinus (Thorell, 1871)

Haplodrassus signifer (C.L. Koch, 1839)

Trachyzelotes fuscipes (L. Koch, 1866)

Trachyzelotes pedestris (C.L. Koch, 1837)

Zelotes aeneus (Simon, 1878)

Zelotes apricorum (L. Koch, 1876)

Zelotes caprearum (Pavesi, 1875)

Zelotes khostensis Kovblyuk & Ponomarev, 2008

Zelotes latreillei (Simon, 1878)

Zelotes longipes (L. Koch, 1866)

Zelotes oblongus (C.L. Koch, 1833)

Hahniidae

Antistea elegans (Blackwall, 1841)

Linyphiidae

Bolyphantes lamellaris Tanasevitch 1990

Frontinellina frutetorum (C.L. Koch, 1834)

Linyphia triangularis (Clerck, 1757)

Mansuphantes auruncus (Brignoli, 1979)

Mecopisthes latinus Millidge, 1978

Metopobactrus verticalis (Simon, 1881)

Tenuiphantes herbicola (Simon, 1884)

Trichoncus ambrosii Wunderlich, 2011

Walckenaeria furcillata (Menge, 1869)

Liocranidae

Agroeca cuprea Menge, 1873

Liocranum rupicola (Walckenaer, 1830)

Mesiotelus tenuissimus (L. Koch, 1866)

Scotina celans (Blackwall, 1841) 

Lycosidae

Alopecosa cuneata (Clerck, 1757) 

Alopecosa farinosa (Herman, 1879) 

Alopecosa solitaria (Herman, 1879)

Hogna radiata (Latreille, 1817) 

Pardosa aenigmatica Tongiorgi, 1966 

Pardosa amentata (Clerck, 1757)

Pardosa blanda (C.L. Koch, 1833)

Pardosa hortensis (Thorell, 1872)

Pardosa lugubris (Walckenaer, 1802)

Trochosa hispanica Simon, 1870

Trochosa ruricola (De Geer, 1778)

Mimetidae

Ero furcata (Villers, 1789)

A, B, D

A, F

A

A, B, D

A, B, D

A, F

A, B, C, D, F

D

A, B, C, D

D, F

A, B, C, D, F

G*

A

A

A

G**

A, E

E

A, B, F

B

A, C, E

A, B, C, D, F

A, F

A, F

A, D

A, B, C, D, E, F

A, B, D, E, F

A

D

PAL

EUR

MED

HOL

CAE

EUR

EUR

SIE

END

EUR

SIE

PAL

S-EUR

PAL

S-EUR

PAL

PAL

END

S-EUR

END

MED

END

PAL

ASE

EUR

MED

EUR

PAL

SIE

E-EUR

TUM

CAE

SIE

S-EUR

PAL

SIE

TUM

HOL

PAL

Apr–May

Mar, Oct

Apr

Sep–Oct

Apr–May

Sep–Oct

Mar–May, Sep–Oct

Oct

Sep–Nov

Mar, Sep–Oct

Mar–May, Sep–Oct

Jul

Sep

Apr

Apr

Jul

Apr

Apr

Sep–Nov

May, Sep

Mar–Apr, Oct–Nov

Mar–May

Oct–Nov

Sep–Oct

Mar–Apr

Mar–May, Sep–Oct

Mar

Oct

May

10 ♂♂ 

2 ♂♂

4 ♂♂, 1 ♀

2 ♂♂, 3 ♀♀

14 ♂♂, 3 ♀♀

13 ♂♂, 15 ♀♀

18 ♂♂, 19 ♀♀

1 ♀

52 ♂♂, 81 ♀♀

16 ♂♂, 4 ♀♀

37 ♂♂, 18 ♀♀

1 ♀

2 ♂♂

1 ♂

3 ♂♂

1 ♂, 1 ♀

16 ♂♂, 1 ♀

1 ♂

10 ♂♂

1 ♂, 1 ♀

7 ♂♂, 1 ♀

34 ♂♂, 2 ♀♀

3 ♂♂, 7 ♀♀

2 ♂♂, 2 ♀♀

33 ♂♂, 4 ♀♀

78 ♂♂, 65 ♀♀

40 ♂♂, 5 ♀♀

4 ♂♂

1 ♂

Blauwe 1973a; Grimm 1985

Blauwe 1973a, as Drassodes signifer; 

Grimm 1985

Grimm 1985

Brignoli & Murphy 1984; Grimm 1985

Isaia et al. 2009

Helsdingen et al. 2001

Thaler 1994

Brignoli & Gaddini 1979

Isaia et al. 2009; Trotta 2011

Lugetti & Tongiorgi 1969

Tongiorgi 1966

Tongiorgi 1966

Tongiorgi 1966

§
*
*
!

*
*
*
*
*
*
§
*
!

§

§
*
*
§
*
*
*
*
*

*
*
§
!

*
*
§
*
§
§
§
*
*
*
*

*
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Casacalenda
locality

ChorotypePhenologyn° exx. MoliseTaxon

Miturgidae

Zora nemoralis (Blackwall, 1861)

Zora spinimana (Sundevall, 1833) 

Nemesiidae

Nemesia pedemontana Decae, Pantini & Isaia, 2015

Nesticidae

Kryptonesticus eremita (Simon, 1880)

Philodromidae

Philodromus dispar Walckenaer, 1826

Philodromus fuscolimbatus Lucas, 1846

Philodromus longipalpis Simon, 1870

Philodromus praedatus O. P.-Cambridge, 1871 

Thanatus atratus Simon, 1875

Phrurolithidae

Liophrurillus flavitarsis (Lucas, 1846)

Pisauridae

Pisaura mirabilis (Clerck, 1757)

Salticidae

Marpissa nivoyi (Lucas, 1846)

Theridiidae 

Episinus truncatus Latreille, 1809 

Heterotheridion nigrovariegatum (Simon, 1873)

Thomisidae

Cozyptila blackwalli (Simon, 1875)

Cozyptila nigristernum (Dalmas, 1922)

Ozyptila atomaria (Panzer, 1801)

Ozyptila sanctuaria (O. P.-Cambridge, 1871) 

Xysticus acerbus Thorell, 1872

Xysticus kempeleni Thorell, 1872

Xysticus kochi Thorell, 1872

Xysticus lanio C.L. Koch, 1835

Zodariidae

Zodarion caporiaccoi Roewer, 1942

Zodarion frenatum Simon, 1884

A

A, B, E

A

A, D

B

F

A, B, D, E

B

A

F

B

A, D

A, D

A, D, F

A, B, C, D

A, B, D

A, B, D, F

PAL

PAL

END

S-EUR

HOL

MED

MED

SIE

PAL

W-MED

ASE

TUM

PAL

PAL

SIE

TUM

EUR

EUR

SIE

CAE

SIE

SIE

EUM

E-MED

May

Mar–May, Oct

May

Apr–May

Apr–May

Apr

Sep–Nov

May

Apr–May

Apr–May

Sep

Mar–Apr, Oct

Mar–Apr

Mar–May

Mar–May

Apr–May, Oct

Apr–May, Sep–Oct

15 ♂♂, 1♀

12 ♂♂, 5 ♀♀

2 ♂♂

11 ♂♂

1 ♀

1♂

11 ♂♂, 13 ♀♀

1 ♂

2 ♂♂

1 ♂

1 ♂

2 ♂♂

5 ♂♂

13 ♂♂, 1 ♀

17 ♂♂

14 ♂♂, 5 ♀♀

15 ♂♂, 4 ♀♀

Decae et al. 2015

Brignoli 1979b, as Nesticus eremita

Trotta 2011

Muster & Thaler 2004

Muster & Thaler 2004

Muster & Thaler 2004

Muster & Thaler 2003

Knoflach et al. 2009

*
*

§

§

!
§
§
§
§

*

*

*

*
§

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

*
*
G* Roccamandolfi, Matese mount, F. Ballarin leg. & det.
G** Roccamandolfi, Masseria di Rio, Matese mount, F. Ballarin leg. & det.
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