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In the face of the widespread failure of architecture and
design disciplines to pursue objectives of environmental
sustainability and social justice, it has become increasingly
urgent to interrogate the role of the university in cultivating
new sensibilities toward the care of territory and the knowledge
of local communities. This is not merely a matter of updating
contents or tools, but of profoundly rethinking the postures,
responsibilities, and alliances that shape processes of learning
and knowledge production.

It is within this perspective that New Rules for a Generous
School of Architecture by Charlotte Malterre-Barthes and
Zosia Dzierzawska can be situated: a visual manifesto that calls
on both students and educators of architecture to critically
position themselves in relation to the role of the discipline in the
production of inequalities and in the depletion of ecosystems.
The proposal of a ‘generous school’ evokes a form of conscious
and responsible positioning in aworld that is exhausted, drained,
depleted, damaged, and broken (Fitz and Kasny, 2019: 10).
Generosity thus becomes a structural disposition of a different
approach to architectural education: an invitation to conceive
the university as a generative learning community, grounded
in practices of collaboration, interdisciplinarity, and care. From
this perspective, educating architects - and, more broadly,
actors capable of intervening in local contexts - means, first and
foremost, fostering the ability to recognize interdependencies
and to build alliances with diverse forms of knowledge. The care
of territory is no longer a technical objective to be achieved,
but an ethical and political horizon that permeates educational
processes.

The ‘new rules’ proposed by the manifesto radically challenge
the normative and extractive character of the discipline,
advancing a pedagogy oriented toward repair, the responsible
management of existing resources, and reciprocity. Teaching
and learning become situated practices that entail shared
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responsibilities: educators and students alike are called upon
to share time, attention, and knowledge, while recognizing
the value of non-canonical, community-based, and often
marginalized forms of knowing. In this sense, the decolonization
of education is a necessary condition for cultivating new
sensibilities capable of reading and inhabiting the complexity of
contemporary territories. The school thus ceases to be a closed
and self-referential institution. Instead, it becomes a relational
infrastructure, capable of engaging with the outside and of
recognizing the transformative value of alliances.

Rethinking power relations within the university is an integral
part of this process. Generosity, understood as a daily practice,
becomes a means to unsettle the traditional asymmetry between
those who teach and those who learn, and opens up spaces of
trust, listening, and cooperation.

Within this vision, the university itself takes the form of an
unstable yet vital architecture, one that is permanently under
construction. Not a static building, but a living process that is
continually redefined through practices of care, responsibility,
and situated engagement. It is precisely within this fragile
and open movement that the possibility emerges of cultivating
new sensibilities toward the care of territory and marginalized
communities - not as a competence to be applied, but as a
way of being in the world and of collectively contributing to its
transformation.

We are indebted to Francisco Moura Veiga, editor of CARTHA
magazine, and to Charlotte Malterre-Barthes and Zosia
Dzierzawska, authors of the strip, for permission to reproduce
this work.
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Charlotte Malterre-Barthes is an architect, urban designer, and
Assistant Professor of Architectural and Urban Design at the
Swiss Federal Institute of Technology Lausanne. She launched
in 2021 the initiative “A Global Moratorium on New Construc-
tion,” interrogating current protocols of development and urging
for a profound reform of planning disciplines to face the climate
and social emergency, resulting in the eponymous book with
Sternberg Press. Her research examines the political economy
of space production, the challenges of urgent urbanization, ma-
terial extraction, and how marginalized communities can access
resources, governance, and ecological/social justice. Charlotte
maintains an active feminist practice; she co-founded the Parity
Group, a militant grassroots collective laboring toward equity in
architecture, which received the prestigious Meret Oppenheim
Prize 2023. acmalterre(dyahoo.com

Zosia Dzierzawska is a Warsaw-based illustrator and comics
author with a passion for storytelling, history, and architecture.
She is a member of the Milan-based creative workspace Studio
Armad’illo. She studied comparative literature at the University
of Warsaw, Poland, and illustration at MiMaster, a postgraduate
illustration course in Milan, Italy.

Her works have been recognised twice at the Bologna Children’s
Book Fair Illustrators Exhibition and the Society of Illustrators
in New York. She has published with Oxford University Press,
Rizzoli, Candlewick Press, and other notable publishers,
including her work on the graphic novel Eileen Gray. A House
Under the Sun (Nobrow, 2019) marked the beginning of a
collaboration with the architect Charlotte Malterre-Barthes,
which now continues as an ongoing series of illustrated essays
on the current and future practice of architecture.
contact(dzozozosia.com
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