Memorial of Enrico Franco

Enrico Franco, Professor of Mineralogy of the University of Naples Federico
11, passed away on June 25 2009. His students and colleagues thought that the
best way to demonstrate their affection to his memory was to dedicate him a
special issue of the “Periodico di Mineralogia”, where they present some of
their most recent scientific researches.

Incomparable teacher for clarity and brilliance, Enrico Franco was tireless in
the rigorous training of students and young researchers. He always
communicated his passion for Mineralogy and Geology to everyone. His
students remember his apparently icy disposition, but really friendly and
generous, full of humanity. Discreet and never pushy, he was respected by his
colleagues for his intellectual honesty in the research work.

After the huge damages caused to our Department by the strong 1980
earthquake in Naples, he was closely involved in the renovation and
reorganization of its Mineralogy, Petrography, Geochemistry and Volcanology
section. Besides, he worked very hard during the subsequent renovation of the
Royal Mineralogical Museum, and for the organization of a new exibition room
containing the mineral collection of Somma-Vesuvius. He was always
considered the “depository” of the Museum history and he also contributed to
the enrichment of this important collection with the study of new or rare species.
For decades, he collaborated with colleagues of different scientific background
in the characterization of natural and synthetic zeolites. The results of his studies
were published in prestigious national and international scientific journals.

All of us have started our research under the leadership of Enrico Franco,
who always supported us with affection and dedication; neverthless, he never
hesitated to encourage us to work independently. We want to remember Enrico
not only as a researcher and a teacher, but also as the special person he was.
Rigorous but not austere, he always stayed away from disputes, preferring
tolerance, gentleness and understanding. To fully outline his personality, we
have to remind his deep knowledge of the history, culture and traditions of his
beloved Naples. When colleagues from other Universities stayed in Naples, he
was happy to show them the Neapolitan historical and artistic heritage, as well
as the gastronomic delights of his city.

This is only a little tribute to the memory of Enrico Franco, a Guide, a
Gentleman.

Giuseppina Balassone, Maria Rosaria Ghiara and Maurizio de Gennaro
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