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I the paper " l-'lﬂ'lrn'lgilr:l af r.t:r'PJJ.-r.%m'crg-y af Work gnd of ,{::nflmﬁaﬂ-mz " Professor
Corrado Gini =n11':":-i[1:l!s for this Review an esmy on his most recent researches in the
field of the socidlogy of 'r-tbmm a subject dealt with in g book now in the press (Ecotamic
laboral, Ojeda historica y primeras lineas teoricas con ap]lc::mm:s ala S-D-dt-:l:-l! americana.
" Editorial Labor, Barcelona-Duenos Ayres).
The dithor accepes the paychological criteria of differentiation of social groups and
depicts the evolution bE society and of the spirit of accumulation in relation to the :hang-:i
that have oceurred in the psychology of man the worker, throwing into relief the main

. wmpes of this development. The importance of the Jast stage — that of sponianeous

and plensurable work,.of which the United States ‘represents the most advanced type
among the Caucasian peoples — is such as o induce the author o 1ug:|,,ur. ofice again
the need for an cconomic science wider and more: mmp:th:mwe than * bourgeois ™

{-mmt:, which ke calls Jnuxnl.l’ Eeovomics ; this should be hased on a4 owee 43 ||.er:t|
theoretical hu1'||nl= mmng I:hw whnle of-the historical cl:'tc!n-prlu'n: of humdn ps?-:lmflngy

s____,z,r:-umtmm

‘ﬂu pmh'l:m of un:mgluyrnﬁ'e: is today the modt wqung aspect "ﬁ: coonomic
recovery of Italy and it is being specially studied by Italian economists in relation 1o
its swrbictural character and its dynamic hasis, which is due o demegra phic pressire,
" The great interest aroused in lialy by the " Keynesian revolution  has, however,.
resulted in most careful consideration — dlso in ppbi|:']m'§llipliﬂh! = of the diverse
schiemes for full employment policies, from the sandpoint of their pomible ;snlniﬁl
application 1o ltaly at the present time.  This has brought sut the basic conditions which
differentiate the Inalian economy from those economies where the full employmens
policy was originally worked out; the fﬂtﬁhﬂm seems to be that there Bt o possible,
but distinctly Hmited, field of application in this country.
In his paper entitled " Some Aspects of Talinn Emnamy and the Theory. nf Full
E‘mﬂqymnf" Professor Vittorio Marrama lustrates wnh mullm thess basic r:l:r:-:hllmu

and Ium.t::ms.

.M_"'. . .
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Guglielmo gl:uﬂrnr
Tealian: trade from 1881 10

F:h:n:w: statistical survey of the movements of
he present day, illustrating certain fundarmental

aspects of Italian cconomy and its international relations. This analysis brings out

clearly the process of industrialisation within the country, the changes in the standard of
living of its people, the effects of the autarchic policy pursued in the years preceding
the second world war, and the distocations that ha'n: taken pll:t in the sources of
mupply and the w.!Jm for pmdum.:u

T ,
In l|1.¢ per ltdlran Fﬂmg-h Trude in the Fﬁ'mm-ar.t of World Trade ™ F'mfm
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Oscat Sinigaglia — President of the public holding tl:n[.rura.tll:ln Finnder, which cmi-
" trols the mdit inportans groups in the Dialian isgn and steel indusiry = is ane of the mos
:ll.i!hurl'l-ttr'-'e proponents of the prasibikint n{uper;.uns in Italy an iron and ,m-l m.j.,,,”-,,
at 1I|1.m|.=t|.o|nhlly competitive coste. This view is realfirmed in his aisicls o0 * Prospecys
of the fron and Kteel fadustry an fraly ', which shows the, basic difficulties, both
technical and eoonomic, confronting this induetey in the post-wie pericd,  The author
sugpests a rationg) solution of these prohlems within the [:.mn:wurk of the ;gmmumuun
plan :nl.-i;;tgnrl by E.R.P.
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- -'The anti-inflationary policy introduced by Pfol':nw?'hinuud: at a time of acute
maonetary crisis in ltaly Jud resuliz in theastums of 1557 that wede scarcely hoped for:
the arrest af- ihe rslng I"”Ff lewel “and the l-"EE'“-I“F'E of " reverse movement, - This
c;ptmnm: which has avracied much avention, alia in other fountries, is studied
Professor Luigi Federici in his artisde " Sir Monht of Ecomomie Policy in Im?,r The
form taken by the Einaudi policy, its objectives and its repercumions, sre here :Hs:uuml
in the setiing of -the particular, distorted tonditions that inflation had produced on the
“lmlian coondmy. Crivicismus bevelled at this !!l.llll.'.'ll by the interest affected are refuted
by the author, who regards the direction thus given to italian ecnnomic policy “as the
onl;.- rational and possible ane for anyone wishing to undertake the difficult task n{
saving ihe Hra, in the given circumstances,

The duthir maintains, however, that the success of thie Einaudi policy is imperilled by
serfous factors which are impeding the readjustment of internal frices to an averape
level Jower thin that of the summer of 1047, Above all, he regrets the rigidity of
production costs and the financial administration of the Government which — influenced
perhaps by IJEmp:I[‘:IF}' p-ullur_;ll dnd electoral pressure — has ndt yer ventured o i et
the necessary " austerity " measures and, sincethe end of Novembe? 1947, has adopted

an attidude directly. opposed o the aims and methods of the Einaudi policy. This -
contradiction is stressed by the writer, who, fears that in this way the remaining pawer
ef the Einaudi palicy may be frustrated, with serious results for Talias m:m\n:u; recovEry
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In his ** Note abow the Swrety of Garrens Inflasionary and Deflationary Tendencier ™
Professor Giulio Pietranera examines critically a receat pubblication of the United Mations'
Department of Economic Affairs.  He considess some of the statistical rmaterial
eoncerning inflation in ltaly and discusses the dauaial soindfifence of this inflation with

widespread unemployment, which the Survey regards as 4 particular and exceptional case,
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Evolution of the Psychology of Work and-of Accumulation

e

1. — The most hlghiy {Icw:lnpcd forms of
 waaltiy, civilisation, &rt and military power as
well as=all the frl!]'lcr conquests vl mankind are,
troadly speaking, the result of work, including
in this term not -ml].r manual labour, but also

intellectual activities. This is an undeniable |

nd universally accepted fact, It is strange how-
eer thit people should have tken so long

o deduce from this fact a truth which is its
- uudra! corollary, damely that the changes in.

man's propensity to work are the main cause
of human This is a logical conse-

quence of lj!l1 f%r'it truth,-inasmuch as ﬂn: more
n]u:h!-: humar qualmu are to the species, the

. more they dre affected by natural selection,
* which_miust have been particularly pem:lmt

and intense in the effect it had on man's pro-«
peruity, to work. :

It is quite uscless, t]'lcrcﬁ:nrc to Ly to ﬁnd
avidence of the evolution of the human specics

& inshades of pigmentation or in the ratio bet-
* ween the length and breadth of the skull, bet-

ween the breadth and height of the nase or
between the size of the trunk ‘and the limbs.
These traits are of no value or at most of very
. litle importance for the survival of both indi-
bk and groups, so it is not surprising if,
in these respects, the human species has re-
mined practically stationary. It is on the con-
trary in the ch pecurring in ps

ef work that we m

munkind's past an-;E pZﬂ(llt ﬂohjnu :
L—-]tlstﬂs}‘m d in facts convin ing

mafirmation of these logical deductions,

the priginal state of mankind, it soon beco
apparent that such €3 are to be found
among all the great races of mankind. -

e

4 by
CORRADO GINI '

If we study the populations that are still at
the lowest cultural level and who, as regakds
. me fundamental  traits, arc h:ld to refl

' construction.

They include all the Pygmies of Africa, Asir
and O’:r-'tnla, all the Bushmen and other Pig-
moid races in India and Indonesia,'many Negro
races and, in Australasia, the Tabmanians, Aus-
‘tralians and several Melanesian races; they also
include the | Paleo-Americans of Tierra del

Fuego — Yamans and Alakalufs — and their
neighbours the Onas — n:sghboum geographi-

cally, but of a markedly different race — as

-well as those of the Brazilian forésts and Cali-

fornia, the American Indian races of the Ama-
zon Valley and Mexico, almost all the hj'pcr-
borcan
lastly, the Ainus, who ar epreseritatives of
the Caucasian race. Iﬁ ! : :
The somatic characte of these peoples
differ widely, as do most radically their social
systems, religious beliefs and practices, ethical
and social rules and the regulation of the rela-
tions between the sexes. We find among them
Jpatriarchal and matriarchal systems, peoples
that are strictly monogamous, others that are
polygamous and some that are pﬂly:ndruus, we
< fimd monotheists and palytheists and animists;

- sun-worshippers and moon- worshippers; canni-

bals and peoples that abhor himan flesh; war

peoples of America and Asia, and,

g R

like tribes and peace-loving tribes;: n:u:uk races

‘and savage races.
~ Also the intelligence of these pmplf:a differs
widely. The civilised peoples of the world had

look for ﬂlstnﬂc of /*ba.ult up a theory flattering to their pride, ac-

cording to which mankind was divided into
two categories: on the one hand, the primitive

peoples with a prelogical, almost pre-human.

mental development; on the other, themselves

— the civilised peoples — endowed with a

logical and experimental mentality. But the
objective studics of cthnographers and sociolo-
gi:-u who have lived in close contact with ?n-
mitive peoples, have demolished this Hatterin

The truth is that among pnn:u
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* tive as among civilised peoples, intellectual qual-
ities vary considerably, but, taken as a whole,
it can hardly be said that there is a radical

~difference in raw material between one ciie
gory and the other. Undgubtedly the primitive
peoples are deficient infsome of our qualities
and, particularly, in the power of abstract

" thought; on the other hand, however, their

power of observation surpasses ours, Incredibly
. obtuse, as a rule, where arithmetic is con-
cerned, their’ geometrical sense s superioi o
that of the civilised - peoples.  An impartial
study sof the question compels one to con-
clude that it must be a matter of different
adaptation to different systems of life, As a
matter of fact, while the primitive peoples
would undoubtedly be at a disadvantage in
our chvironment, we should be equally at a
disadvantage in theirs, In fact, a civilised man
would die ten times a day under conditions in
“which a primitive man_his o difficulty in
getting along, and he would hardly know how
to find means of existence for himself alone
“ where the primitive man is able to support a
large family. Nor can this be attributed to
thegreater keenness of the senses of primitive
man, which generally does not exist, or to his
greater strength and resistance; it merely de-
pends on -the fact that, the primitive man is
better able to take advantage of circumstances -
. of time and place of his environment and of
the habits of animals (1). G

But where all the primitive races diifer -

radically from the
logy of work. _ _

((Fh: following anecdote gives a clear pictire
of{the psyehology of the primitive races; On
taking possession of an estate he had acquired
_ in Mexico, a wealthy American.

at the starvation wages paid to the labagrers

civilised is in their psycho-

~alike: they refuse to work more thas is ;

s horrified

Banes Mazionpale del Lavosa

ing and manifestations of gratitude and "

American spent a very happy Suniday, congr;
tulating himself and dreaming of windef)
plans for a solution af the thorny agricilisg
problem in Mexico, Bug on Monday nane
the labourers turned up — not 3 single o
of them. Amazed, the American questioned b
stewards, — Had there been some Tibisuindss
standing? Perhiaps the Labourers had no unidsr.-
ﬂ[lllilfi his decision properly? He had dowhisd
their wages. " And the labourers had :fr_*.l:r.;l;;.
delighted. — Certainly, cestainly, replied e
stewards, = Not only had they seemid delighs. -
ed, they really had been su. Neveg, within
niemory of man, had anyone been so fpubr
as the American gentleman, - The laboures
would most certainly return 1o work - fhe
was mortoubt about  that — but anly the fy
lowing week, for, s theit doulile pa'}.' enabled
them to live: for another th.‘k_,,Tﬁt'}' would
only nced to work again the week afeer,
This psychology is common to all peopla
_at a low cultural level. However different they
may be as regards race, social systems, religion,
morals and customs, in one thing they are 1§
1§

lutely indispensable for getting a fiving, The
are on what may be described as the guimg
level of produciion. !

3: — Only the coercion of a chﬂniﬁccrjn‘gin -
- ploiting race can succeed in raising thet aboe =]
thn_s _Iew:l, Thus? from the animal stage of pro
duction, society advances to the #hape of
Joreed labour, s
Many savage races are now ar this stage and
many have lived dlm‘u@h it in the past, foroed
to work more than wasnecessary for their ive
likood ‘and this for the benefit of other groups
by whom they were subjected and enslaved

Evaligive of the hft?ﬂﬂu}!\"u[ Wirk and n;l Apcumulutinn 2

Europeans for the orderly way in which thé}'

" were run and the prosperous appearance of
1he native Enpu'lutiun, for their n:gu]arilf und_ :

 the eronomic yield of the concern, The natives
do not seem to have shared this enthusiasm, for
they ofgen ran away, saying that the work the
were compelled to do was unbearable.  Whien -
the Jesuits were expelled, the Missions broke
up, leaving no noticeable trace of their bene-
fieial infliience on ‘the psychology of work of
the native races, Likewise t|1v;.u,pecpfﬁ subjected
by the Incas and organised under an iron rule
r} enforeed labour, renurned to their former

imitive conditions as soon is the empire fell,
whee aftacked by Pizzarro,

4 — But if-this system of enforced labour
luts for a long period of time, as it did in
Farope,” where it obtained for thousinds of

a5 are deast refractory o work and, later on,
- el those who are most willing to work, which
- aematically takes place in a servile society,

fimally succeeds in permanently modifying the
attitude of the-people towards work. Slowly a
new and ever more numerous class of persons
arises and differentiates itself from the Inbour-
ing masses, 2 class for which work is not such a
terrible éffort and which is thercfore redily to
wark ‘miore than is absolutely necessary for a
livelihood, When access to power is precluded,
b this elira work can only be directed to the
atisfaction of less urgent needs. And thus the
furure bourgedisie is preparcd which, after the

* | French revolution, wis to dominate European

; mﬂg and set its mark on the whole of the
XIXth century, This new psychology of work

~ sequently slavery and servitude are abolished

Jears, the continuous selection of such elements

]

i L : .-x__:.5-'--. 5
where a less generous Nature and a colder eli-

mate rendered harder work both: necessary and
possible, we find that people are ready to miuke
a preater cffort with a view to obtaining goods

that others would look upon as mere luxuries, - -
_if not superfluities. Thus, as betweed oné bour-

geois society and another, there is a whole scale
of propensity to-work and, of course, also in
one and the same society there are radieal
differences from one group to another and from—
one person to another which tend to place them
on one ceonomie level rather than on another,

5. — But from the working masses another.
shoot was to spring from which a further stlge
in the psychology of work was to develop.

The more adventurous and gnterpeising of

the seasoned workers took advantage of the

new medns of communication and crossed the
scas to seck ﬂ'lrcir fortunc in the few countries
on the other side of the Atlantic. In' the United -
States, the bourpeoisic and the gentry that

had hrst landed there, and had -organised an

independent State, were submerged b}r the ever *'
increasing flow of immigrants. The hard or-
deals the latter had been-through at home and
the spirit of enterprise that had led them to

emigrate, together with til?{ tions of a pio-
neer's life, the stimulatisfeffect uf the new
climate, the abundance of farm produce that
this' virgin land placed at their disposal, and
the development of machinery which made

duction less laborions, further contributed
to reduce the hardships of work, thus facilitat-
“ing the nise of a new psychology which looked
on work as a normal manifestation *of one’s

_personality and therefore, within certain limits,
tmures production without compulsion; con-" |

as pleasurable.

. Thus the stage of voluntary
wark stapred. _ : : :

| nd the wage of free work takes the place of The spciety which sprang from it — and '

and, wher Saturday came round, he informed

them of his decision to raise their wages to a
proper level and, as a proof of his good inten-
tions, gave them double pay. Needless 1o say

- were in the habit of justifying slavery by assert

This was the stage that had been reached by
the socicty of classical antiquity. The Greeks

ing that, if the people were free, it would be

that of enforced labour, - .
The limit of the less urgent needs which
E:]:l: are willing to work for varies preatly
one pepple to another, To a great extent

which, in opposition to European capitalistic
society, | have called labonristic society (2) —
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© (1)See Comang G Le nilenestos itttk e system -be interru after : e ¥ December 14, 5ay and later pablished in thee collection of
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a comparatively short time, the endlaved peopld -
fall back into their former primitive way of lifc

peaples were subjected in the past. Wheps it
was lesy severe, as was generally the case in

This is what happened to the Guaranies in
Paraguay, who were organised by the Jesuits -

~ The Jesuit Missions won the admiration of the

L

the more fertile regions and warmer climates,

cconomic conquests.  On the other hand,

we find a psychology that is satisfied with the

Reale rg.p}. Enriched by an extencive statisio] documentation L
il meas fater eranslated fsin Grormen apd Plﬁ‘l“!]'ﬂ ir w - Welrwirn-
schaltliches Archlv s, July sogn, with the ride Faropr mad
Anierikay swei Welren! Lastly, ihdy lectuire was furibher devel:
oped and pablishell under the- title: Dna secietd o Javorisne
in 18 & Riviem di Polivica Erm»m_"m #, June 1oy, and, n a
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has many characteristic traits which different-

iate it from donrgeois rociety no less than the

latter differs from the servile rocery. Mot that
work is looked upon as a pleasurable activity
by all members of the labouristic society, just
ds; in the servile society, there were people who
were ready to work more than was strictly nec-
estary for their livelihood, gmisin: the bourgeais
socicty there are 1mn%:|c left over from the
preceding stape — grho are refractory to work
and others — forerunners of the future stage —
for whom work is.a pleasure. But in cach of

these three types of society, the representatives

of the psycholagy of work thay characterises it,

were and are the most impartant, if not the
most nulnerdus, S

One of the figt things that strikes Euro-

peans on landing in the United States is the

© paroxysm of activity everywhere; people seem

to live for their work rather than to work for

a living. The revolts of conviets when they are

given no work to do show that the hirdest .

|:un§s]'| ment which, in servile and bourgeois so-
cicty, used to be forced labour is now enforced
idleness in America's new labouristic socicty.
Over there, the civil servant or the professor
who, in Europe, still longs for the day when
he’ will be able to retire on a suitable pension,
dreads the " endless holiday * awaiting him
when he reaches the age limit and which
frequently, we are assured, shortens his life (3).

Spazish wramlition i the « Kevisa Megicana de Sacinlogia s,
Vol T me pez popmes. 00 b :
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Hamen MNarionale del Lavars

ap the Chinese ideal, whereas the

- shape of the skuil 25 our basis when classifying

 directors and manggers on whom the high'jicld

Still more marked is the difference bie tween
the American man, wha refiresents the Py
Weat, and the man of the Far Fast,

In 1929, when 1 was teaching at Minnesgyy
University, 1 was present at @ most instrsey
debate between twe Chinese and two Americn
students, each asserting the superiority of ther
concept of life, Conlucious’ " Food, children
and & home " and the joys of the spirit summe]
Anmseri
ideal was represented by the constai Erm
of production and trade (this was just afi -
Hoover's clection — when ever increasing o
sperity had been the slogan of the trismphant
Republican party — and on the eve of the o,
ing over-prodiction crisis). A bridgeless aby
separated these two psychologies; tht mibirpho: .
logical differences between the two Americag
and the two Chinese were negligible indeed 4
comparedf with their psychological differences

As far as the psychology of work ic con
cerned, the US.A. arc certainly in the vas
guard of the Caucasian peaples, the rear being
made up by the peoples of the Far Easi, Tha
psychical difference is of such importance
socially, that we should be justified in taking i,
rather than the shades of pigmentation or the

thé Caucasian stock, and in distinguishing an
homo orientalis from an homo enrapacus and
from an komo americanus.

6. — Even in the United States, the labour.
istic psychology has spread above all gmong:

and regularity of production depend. Now it
iz important to note that in Europe also, this
psychology is gaining ground among the cap
tains of industry, showing that i evolution
towards the stage of a\labouristic society has

already begun.

The fact is that a vertical selection, very
similar to that which occurred herizontally
when the most seasoned workers emigrated 1o
America, has taken place, inasmuch as, other
conditions being equal, such workers were more
easily able to climb the social ladder and reach
the top. One of the circumstances, which par-
ticularly favoured the growth of the labouristic
psychology both in Europe and in America dor

ing the nineteenth century, was the great ine

_the rapid progress of technology and
wlarly the expansion of markets due to the im-

- mon " smkanovism
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crease in population, which led to the keenest
mp;:iui.:m among the industries, In view of
rtic-

means of communication, the successful ,
enterprises were those that managed to develop

- most; Consequently the smallest possible part

of the entreprencur's gains was assigned for
omsumption and as large a part as possibje
reinvested in the concern, leading to an insa-
tishle erescendo of activity and production.
The diffusion of the labouristic psychology
among the upper directing classes is “further
nated by a selective prodess which favours
the directors and managers whase work is in-
ired by this psychology; in view .of their ex-
iondl efficiency, such persons are eagerly

- “pught after and recetve exceptionally high pay.

In«this as in many other felds, keen
competition arrd lastly the world wars have
hastened the evolution and, a¢ often happens in
mch driumstances, the most hackwn_r§pmplcs
Jhave been the Arst to tey and rush the pace. i

Under the Empiré of the Tsars, the Rus-

* sans, who were the last of the European peo-

et to emerge from, the servile state and in
many respects indeed had not yet emerged
from it, weeestill at a prebourpecis stage.
Among the Eurapeans, they were the prototype
ol the homo ereatalis. Lenin was well aware

- that it would not be possible to bring them up

t date unless a radical chang: wis hl':.l;tljght
shout fn their psychology of work and he ex-
plicitly stated that an iron rule of enforced
libour ‘was essential if the will to work was to
become rooted in the Russian people. Enforced
lsbour, to which the exercise of all political and
welal rights is subordinated, is actually the ule

- there, This means that there has been a return

m the stage of coercive work, the intention
being to pass straight on from there to the" '
tape of voluntary work, Some people look

1 as a first step in this
. ' 5

Whether following the Soviet example or

spontaneously, uty of work was inscribed -
with a fne Aourisl of words in the Fascist o

Government's Charter '}, But it was
‘Bever put into effect; on the ¢ in

the war, the Governmeént attempted to ire
itnot the favour, at least the acquiescence, of the

o _-' s
H

{

art

workers and particularly of the civil servants
by reducing working hours at & time when all

- other countries-at war were lengthening them

as n matter afeotizse, Shorter hours became the |
order” of the day, especially in the capital,
where the need of well organised work was
muost felt.

Another measure adopted under the Fascist
Government but never actually put int prac-
tice, was the so-called,” lnbour service ', which
required the members df-the upper chasses, both
men and women, within certain age limits, to
devote a certain period to manual labour,

- Historically this measure may be linked up
with the.old requirement of the "corvée” which
obliged vassals fo do certain work for their
lords. Mow that the township has taken the
place of the lord, this systemn is still to be folnd
in some mountain villages, and there are traces
of it in some farming contracts, which stipulate -
that the tenant farmer or métn}':r or caowhierd
is to do’a certaip number of days of unpaid
waork for the landowner, . : o

After the first world war, the demand for <
labour for public works brought the above
system into force again, and some States (Bul--
garia appears to have been the first in 1g20, |
followed the year after by Peru) {4) ordered
that all men of a certain-age must work for a
certain number of days for the’ State without
pay, i

- New developments ted in this system
in. Germany, where the labouristic psycho-
logy was probably more developed than in any
other country of Europe. Here the aim of the
labotg a‘nic:‘[rﬁanuar labour always) was not
only to relieve the shortage of man-power in
certain branches of production and, particular-
ly, to carry out land réclamation, bt also to
-gofvince Iynun ple that manual labour s
honourab :nng IE;‘: the manual worker should
not be despised. This system was applied ex-
tensively not only to men but, not without
drawbacks, to women also, S

In drawing up this programme Germany’s
aim therefore, and that of Italy also, was not

{4} Information an this poist may be Found in Asmo
AT v‘fr.l'urr.fn del- lavorn - Roma, Casa - Editrice Medli-
5T FenE, i“;, which & full of imeresing references, though
[requenily apoily by & cnesided and boundbesi enthimisim  for.
verything Goiman, ; ¥
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only economic, but also social, the goal being
to lessen class: distinctions wl!.'t?. were accen-
tuated by the growth of the party hierarchy,
During the last war, this double purpose

~ induced all -the belligerent States to mobilise

their workers, both to avail themselves of their
fill working potential and to remove from the

. working classes any pretext of discontent to-
wards the upper classes,

Quite apart from exceptional war require-
ments, the social service system installed in
Rumania in :gaﬂ.dﬁrrvéﬁ;‘?m mentioned;
unifortunately it camg o ap end after only ane
year as a consequence of domestic and interna-
tional cvents, S

- In Rumania, social (service did not refer to
manual labour, but to intelléctual work, For a

- period of some months intellectial workers had
* to take pdrt inf the activities of cultural centres
which, founded im every village and divided
into four branches ; public health, organisation
-of labour, agricultural and co-operative techno-
logy and moral and intellectual education, gath-
ered together the intellectuals' {teachers, pricsts-
and civil servants) and the peasants’ represenita-
tives ‘in order to place at the disposal of the
people all that they necded in the four spheres
considered. This service was compulsory for all

pupils of bath sexes frequenting colleges or

* universities and its aim was to make the in:
telloctinal classes aware of the poverty and nobil-
ity of farm life and to test their capacity for
satisfying the needs and raising the standard
of life of the peasants (5). e

This system, whose purpose is to make
manual work properly apprecidted, takes into
-account the fact that, in order to appreciate it,

one must be able to understand it and that in_

order to understand it, one must come in close
touch with it. On the other hand, it has not the
drawbacks of the German  system which, by
enforcing manual labour, in many cases caiises
people to haté it, instead of having a higher
.- opinion of it. Nor should it be fo n that
the members of the intellectual ﬂ very
often have not the physical resistance required
{5 See siicle Ls Soctalogia in Romnends in the & Bollcizing
2 Legisfarione Comparats s of the leslian Dosrd of Education,

M 34, 1046, Spanhb cranslathen, with wme - sdditions and

bibliographic notes, In the & Reviua Tniernscianal de Seciole
cElas, Year W, Janusn March 1547, Do 1 e

'
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" for manual labour and, in any case, lack thy
experience which is” only acquired through
practice, so that in reality this periodic laboys
service with the lower classes weakened rather
than strengthened the social hicrarchy that g
many other measures were trying to consolidge,

Lastly, lif¢ in common with the lowe

classes, whe are certainly more backward
regards the morality of family life, was fraught
with dangers far young people and particularly
for girls. ; :

lii-any case, the Soviet system as well 3 -

those of Bulgaria and Peru, the German gnd

Italian systems as well as'the Rumaniaz, are ol
evidence of the greater esteem in which mana

labour is now held by public opinion,

On the other hand, however, the constantly
falling birth rate and the consequent weaken.
ing of the urge to accumulate property which,
in bourgeois socicty, came from thes wish
transmit one's property to ohe's children, are
undermining the foundations of this society and
lead one ingtinctively to seck the urge to produc:
tion in iﬁu{;\cr su&r{‘c {6 . e :

From various practical requirements, from
a number of ideévlogies and, opposing systems,
forces are ebriverging to {Eummme the passige of
cconomic organisatien from the stage of free
work, characteristic of bourgeois society, to that
of voluntary work, chiracteristic of the labour-

isl'.if.: society, s o

7.~ Obviously the picture I have given here
of the evolution of the psychology of work is
schematic. Further i is restricted to the Eurs
pean races and their ramifications on the new

continents, among which the main Turrent 6

civilisation has'developed during the last Thou.
sands of years. It if' not at all improbable — it
is even quite Jikely — that, under the pressure

. of similar factors, a similar evolution or at least

certain stages of a similar evolution, may have
repeatedly occurred a other races,  Thi
has mest certainly been the case in Japan.

;S :
- (B} Sec on this subjoct the aushoe's lectire Dhe Krie de

Hitrperiume wnd die Heedlberunprpolink der potalitiren Soae

held 2t Berlin on February 8, rgq2, under tre atspices of e
& l-r.n-ng. amu  published in Gz~ :

R e &
men-in the « Zeiucheile fir die gramee  Stastwitsepichalt s,
g B, 2 BL, g3 and, with soeme slight addisions, in lulian
with the tile: Laerin Dolls borphera e i compita. de repin
fotdlitari, im Ake o Archivie di Studi Cosparstivi », Yer XHI
Nav, 33, nggs 5
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In ancient Egypt also, where manual labour
was first Jooked down upon with the uemost
contempt (7), we are assured by competent

ronis that a stage was reached later in the
w:lmlqgj' of work, when it was considered a
leasure and the reward to which one aspired
in another and better |ife (8}, Put later on this

. pychology disappeared (probably, 1 imagine, ag

a result of the infiltration and ultimate oecupa-

~ tion by foreign races which, originally import-

e for labour or military service, ended up by
getting the better of the autothtonous dynas.
ties), #:that it was to have no direct influence
on the subsequent evolution of civilisation,
There is also.no doubt that through the
tard ordeals of Jife and especially-throigh hard
il i the fields, there must several times have
been a selection among the European races
themselves, apt to promote the aforesaid evolu-
ton irfithe psychology of work. It is more than

" likely that in such fases the acquired qualities
of labaripusness and thrift were advantageous

w the race and contributed to plice it above its

. neighbours — the Romans were an outstanding

eample of this. But thest particular tendencies

. were subsequently absorbed by the general

wendency, so that théy do not disturb the syn-
shetic picture 1 have tried to give in the preced-
g pages of the maig thread of the evolution of |
the psychology of work, T

P

B _—-"i?-is-tempting to shape the first theoret-

il schemes of the organisation now arising,

Far the traditional pelitical economy that devel-
oped during the formation of the bourgéoisie
and Betame a systematic scientific organism just
# the latter was preparing to take aver political
dminion, s essentially a bourgenis econamy,
Itis not suitable for formulating the cconomic
biws at the stage of enforced labour inasmuch

- s ex hypothesi it excludes coercion. Nor is it
- minable for formulating the economic laws at
the stage of voluntary work as its explicit pre-

7 Sex B Taeuwswarn's Staar and Wirtaohalr in altem Ae.

P00 B, iy G, pAEC R ; i
{1 Soe on this: wbject L. Sretnniay’ Ler fpuriesi frmafral-
" fpypeenner; Foodstion Universitiite, Heaxelles, R Sand,
ML pages agRamii A Pmewis Trieafo Jrl luroro, Casa
B, Mnditerranea 1g43, By and F, Maumoi's Liagrr..
ot wel Bbed del Taes
1h-17.

§

del muven Codice Cirdle, « Ani
- “ R Ascadernia dbed I'.ips.l(rgnﬁli ERLTER

Work and of -\n;m:u-’-lmn ‘.
mise is that work is not p-1c.a!ant.sllﬁﬁ iniclagive
econoimic science; what might be called an frie.
grated economy, would have to be based on
a more general theoretical scheme, of which the
servile: and . bourgesis and labouristic Economy
would be partftular cases (g). -

A study-of wervile economy is‘of great scien.
tific inlterest to the historian and ethnographer;
the study of the new lsbouristic economy is
also of great scientific interest and of great pre-

sent importance, if it be true that, mankind is

heading towards it asstited here. | have already

traced the outlines of the special labouristic so-

ciety that has come ifiro being in“the United
States in a former article (10), but the subject
deserves to be taken up again from a more
general and theoretical standpoint,

- Here 1 shall merely complete the general -
picture I have already traced of the evalution

of the psychology of work with a similar survey
of the evalution of the psychology of accu-
- mulation. it

§..— The evolution of the psychology of ac-
cumulation;is taking place side by side with the

evolution of the psychalogy of work, since the !

esteem in which wealth is held is closely cont
nected with the esteem in- which the work pro-
ducing it is held, : E :

At the animal stage of production, there if
really no accumulation,  Many primitive races
are quite unacquainted with this concept: they

live from hand to mouth: This is usually the
case among peoples | ting equatorial or

trapical regions where the séasons are hardly felt
of, at any rate, where there is, if not the same
abundance, at least the possibility of a liveli-

hood the whole year round. In these regions,

moreover, the hot and often damp climate

certain reptiles, primitive man under these con-
ditions stuffs all the food he can when the

. would make it difficult to preserve food. Like :

{5} The wibject is dealt with in detail in the artice: Unith

o plurslitdideils oienza economiza T Lin fentaivs di coordimire

i wary cowoein i Er . polafica ¢ di imgead) Iep
kn ke & Ri::'uu di Palitica Economica »° Nov,-Dee,, s A
me extenive  edifion ul this armicle was pahlished usndér che
* title Alle bani defla scvensa ecowemiva in the vyolume in memory
of ihe late G, Masei, With further sdditioss, it was then ne-

«printed sepiranely by the same publiches &, Glisffee, Milan 1943

{10y Ser agtiches. mentioned ia- note (2) and particelady  the
lawt and moal [Blindve Und forsend < lavarfos ;
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opportunity ]pn::-ms itself and then slowly
difgests it while resting for several days to come,
-t is said of some peoples that, in times of
famine, they extract the seeds of the fruit eaten
~ at the time of the crops from their exerements;
Ihl:. Indians of Califarnia, whe used to follow
this system, called it thé ”ufllmrm " This
is undoubtedly the most primitive and involun-
tary form of saving dnd sits ane in mind of
the coprophagous habits of rabbits and guines-
g -
In temperate and cold climates, where putre-
- faction is slower, there is no netd for food to
*be consumed cimmiediately and in excessive
quantities, and primitive man, who has killed
a large animal or taught an exceptional number

of fish, need not pverload his stomach, but can

put something: afide for future. meals, jutt as

many anifmals do under similar circumstances.

This brings us to the formation” of seasanal
reserves, rtprlz-!-mdn;kwim form of planned
saving, - - : : ; i
As a general rule the chﬁbgg;g seasons are
accompanicd by a periodical
fodd sources which, should they
scarce-or lacking at any time, would make it
- impossible fof the population to survive without
forming adequate reserves, Even the mostprim-
itive peoples, therefore, are in the habit of

sciting aside a part of the, available food for
the dead season, just like a number of animals.

. It is too soon as yét, however, to speak of
~accumulation in the true sense of the word, for

these reserves are not meant to be accumulated

but are certain to be used up within the year,
It is only when savings are made in consider-
ation of in:l:tcnninat:.agr_ at least uncertain
needs, such as-illness, invalidity or old age, or
- for the needs of one’s deseendentssor as the
result of instinctive urge, that we .cafi really
speak of accumulation, e

10. — This occurs systematically for the first

time during the stage of enforced work. In
this case also — needless to say — the savings
are enforced. It s the race or class or person
_enforcing the work who benefits from them,
often as a con

~ militiry strength, but sometimes also as the
result of magic or religious power, in which

. case the savings may be said to be more of an

;
¥
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dification in -
pen 1o be:

 tige than to devote it to works of public utiity.

uence of the authority given by

" institutional than of a personal nature, as whey
they take the form of habitual offerings or of

levies due to the temples,

Of course the wealth thus accumulated i
considered in quite a different way by thoe
disposing of it trom private riches in the bour
geois im:il:l‘:.l'.. ;

Those who dispose of it can rely on ils.tnn. '

stint renewal, so that they are not inclined
put anything aside. Their position is the same
as that of the primitive inhabitant of the tropics
who, mﬂﬁﬁng on the abundance of the land,
feels no urge o furm reserves. Nor are these
persons particularly interested in increasing
more than is necessary the wealth thay othen

accumulate for them, since they derive their * §
~ authority not from the size of their resources,

but from the prestige conferred on them by
their “stre or magical powers. Accumul-

ation therefore, thougii it exists, is not of a pro-
gressive nature, On the contrary, it is in the
interest of those wiio receive these Kavings o
spend them lavishly so as further to increas
their prestige; consequently they give public
banquets, make public donations and finance
public works. The use they make of the mon-
ey, therefore, is the same that States’ and ‘local
government bodies make of public revenue, the
only difference being that, ‘in the primitive
society we have sPoEcn of, this authority is
not based on law or on a legally expressed
popular desire, but on prestige, having a fur -
less steady and solid basis, which has constmily
to be fed. The aim®of wealth in such cases is
far more to increase its ownier's persopal pres.

During the stage of enforced labour, social
economy is definitely an_‘(:.-ommy of prestige.

- 11. — Fhe ceonomy of prestige does not stop
at this stage, however; it continues and develops

during the subsequent stage of free work, As

soon as this stage began, prestige, which was
the attribute of tjg:: upf:cr c]m,g;rcw to be the
aspiration of the fower classes who were now
able to make their way. There were several
ways in which they eould canquer it: military

bravery; magic powers; among some peoples,

cloquence and, among others, a saintly life;
among all peoples, wealth. Mot cveryone can
be or become a magician or a saint, a hero

£ @5
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or an oratgr, but everyone or almost everyone
can work and accumulate wealth,

Thus, during the first phase of the Ffree
work stage, wealth becomes the motive power
of social organisation, not yet for its own sake
sbut as a means for obtaining prestige” It has
remained such for many peoples who, through
enforced worle, have risen above their orifinal

rimitive level, but who have not et reached
the further stage that characterises bourgeois
socictys - Although it is less efficient from the
point of view of accumulation and progress
than the bourgeois organitation, the organisa-
“tion of free work based on' prestige usyally
warks satisfactorily, virying in form from one
. country to another. These variations are often

. most interesting, — 2
Particularly interesting 15 the description of

a form of this organisation given by a British
writer whao speiit fmany years imong the savages

_ of the New Hebrides, Here . man works more
* than is strictly necessary, not to consume the

gods produced but to use: them for gifts to
rivate persons (espeeially to a certain person
who is his rival thioughout life) or'to distribute
them. collectively at public festivals so as to
acquire Ur increasc his prestige. The person
who receives a present must repay it as soon
as possible. If he does not, he will become
shamed 1o be in the presence of this other;

- hisyife may even hint that he is no man. Pub-
lic donations are proof of a man's social pro-
grest. Villages compete in the same way. It is
not prestige that helps to conquer wealth, but
th that-helps to conquer prestige. The act-

ual measiire of value is a matter of convention. .

_ In the New Hebrides, the social organisation
is hased on pigs. With pigs yau can by women;

Jpigs are women's main occupation; a man'§
_ prestige depends on the number of gigs he
~ owns and they are the means by w

- aserts himself on feast days and ascends the
social scale. Pigs arc power. Pigs are lent out

and interest is paid on them. A man’s ageis
not ml:u]al:'d\r:\}‘-:nrs, but in pig's progress.

ich he

Pigs, howeéver, arc not desired for their flesh oF
© for the other matefial uses; m fact pork is
seldom eaten; are ¥alue o€ their
tisks which, if the corresponding top cinine
tecth are taken out, grow in spirals,. When the
spinal completes its first coil, the tusk and the

N economic organisa

ang

pig dcquire a_,.grcit value, which becomes very
great when the spiral completes the second coll;
but the nitk without the pig or a magnificent-
loaking pig with a small tusk, as well a5 the
dead pig with the tusk or the pig's skull are .
without meaning.  Only a live pig is of value -
with its tusks and because of its tusks; - If one
of the two tusks if broken, the pig loses most
of its value, howeter pood the other tusk. A .
saw s worth nothing. The interest on the
loaned pigs corresponds to their increaset val

- due to the growth of the fusks, Measured by,
this quite conventional unit of value, all prosdue-

tion is orpanised on the hasis of a series of

reciprocal’ donations between persons and bet-

ween villages, donations which give rise to
emulation, thus stimulating production by

means of a social device that works beauti-

fully (11). This is a typical " economy  of

prestige  based on free work,

In the nearby Bank Islands a similar organi-
sation is in force. Bur, as a matter of fact,
when one examines closcly the organisation of
primitive societies, it will always be seen that
in _reality they. are more or less clearly and
completely founded on prestige.. Thisapplies
not only to relatively developed peoples, where
there are different focial classes and where the
accumulation of wealt ‘brought into being
) but also to peoples
who stillfive in what we have calied thé animal

. level of production, in which there are as yet
. no social classes and no systematic accumu-

lation of wealth and in which social prestige
derives from bravery, magic powers or other
personal gifts, : _

It is by considering the psychology inherent

_ In this system that we can understand the

strange  behaviour of certain  populations,
brought to our notice, but not usually ex-
plained, by European’ explorers and ethnolo- .
gists. It is worth while devoting some words
to this. ] !

It is said of the Fucgins that, although each’
has a right to private ownership of what he
produces; they are all of such a generous dispo-
sition that it would seem the only pleasure
they find in property is to be able to give it

(18] For the soclal arganbacian of the New Hebrides, ses
Tuw  Elaneison . Sanipr Er‘li}'r'lmu. Lomilom,  Goslance, - togye:
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to someone €lse. It is casy to underdtand how,
under such conditions, the foreigner who keeps
his instruments, provisions and clothes for him-
self must eui a sordid, miserly and horribly
selfish figure, so that a hostile collective reaction
i practically unavoidable. This is probably
what led to the growing I!u:ti]it}.— against, and
!irutliy to the massacre of, the hrst Protestant

| missionaries among the Fuegins, — What?

These foreigners preach of brotherly love and

Christlan charity and yet they are not willing
o give away their clothes, their s-and their
trinkets and all the wanderful things they have

- brought withr them? Wae befall anyone who

-

even touches them! How is one to believe in
the sincerity of theit intentions? — It should

be added that the miksjonaries lived apart,

whereas the Fuegins' homes are open to all and
sindry. Moreover — and this was really un-

heard of — I’]1l:'f had not brought their women

with them {women's Presence — it should be
_remembered — is alwafs a guarantee of peace-

* Ful intentions among savages). The natives cou)d

hardly be blamed for fecling most suspicious.
With regard to many other peoples also —

the Andamancse, the Veddas, the South-easters

- Australians, the Bushmen, the Selish Indians

°

/"r less by affection or altruism' than by strict -

and those in the North of Central California,
the reindeer-owning Caribou Eskimos and those
of Western Greenland — travellers and ethno-
- logists stress the fact that they fove giving and
lending anid are in the habit of lavishing gifts
~on one inother — indeed this seems to be the

- main reason why they pay visits. Certain ethno.
;  logk for other hunting grounds.

logists — wrongly, as has since been admitted —
interpreted this altruism as an‘indication of the
collective nature of peoperty; others instead see
it'as a manifestation of the innate goodness of
primitive man.
really altruism or is it not rather the wish to
affirm one's prestige? It is not difficult .to
petietrate this primitive psychology by following

our own. Actually these tustoms stll survive

in the presents we make on certain occasions.,

- for weddings for instance. They also sBrvice in

entertainments, very often of a public nistire, or

in donations on the occasion of births, marfiages~

and- deaths. We all Enow that thes- presents,
entertainments and donations are inspired far

etiquette and carcful consideration of one's

r

chah

But the question is; is this

coonomic conditions and; in the case of e

» sents, of the person who is to receive them

as also of presents previously received, The
mere fact that there is an obligation to rewrn
a present shows clearly that the system of
present-giving is based on prestige and, in
face, if the present is not suitable, the giver
is criticised and ‘the person who receives it
considers himself slighted.  In this we do

not differ from  the primitive races.  Very

often an unsatisfactory. present l2ads to disputes
and quarrels in occasion of the collective visin
of one village to another that are customary
among the Andamanese.  With reference to
quite anothcr people, an amusing story I mld
by a Danish explorer who mardied an Eskimo,
The latter, having through her marriage become

the outstanding female personality in native so.

cicty, was most indignant az th sisignificant
gifts onc of her acquaintances ¢
to her. One day she made up hier mind w give
this woman a pood lesson dnd] with profue

“and exaggerated thanks, immediately loaded the

unfortunate ctature’s arms with rich gifts, on

““top of which, as a thinfz of no impartance, she

placed the smallgift she had just received. With
bowed head, the wiman left the house., When
her husband cime home, he was told what had
happened by the villagers, and lost no time in

_ giving his wife a lesson of a stll more painful

nature. The following day the presents were
returned with the humblest apologies, but the
ignominy was so great that the dishonoued
family had to depart from the community ani

The traditional power of prestige explains

how, when wealth first made its appearance,
it was often: subservient to prestige and some-
- times was even sacrifiged to it "

The white men who first came in touch

with the varions populations of Austfalasia,

often made them gifts ofi objects that they
scemed greatly to desire; byt, to their suiprise,
they discovered that a few 'days later none of
their gifts were to be found in the village or
in the neighbourhood. — Where had these
things gone? — Obviously they had been passcd

on to other people — But why, since they were

stich coveted objects? — They were coveted,
it is 'true, but iow could one let such a won-
derful opportunity escape for asserting one’s

Bl i
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tinvally made

'v«f

.of their subjeces, A pale reflection of this may

of the above, -~ |

~ to e such pr
- o acquire prestige, wealth could only be used

Thercfore, w
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lgrc!:jgrf As the magnificent gilt was passed
around, the whole island must have exelaimed :
*Look what X has received. Look what he
hat sent ws. - He miust undoubtedly be a great
Chief! ", It is not only in bourgeois society,
but even more so in societles ruled by com-
pletely opposite principles, that the leaders are
intent on pater le bourgeoisl  Primitive man
—-it has been well sald — js a peacock!
Quite in keeping with the cancept of wealth

a an instrument of prestige is the destruction
of important propefiy. carried out by, the chiefs

of some Indian tribes on great occasions as an
ostentation, of grandeur, or the hecatoinbs of
slaves effected for the same purpose by the
kings of Guinea amid the rapturous admiration

be found in the very often, considerable €Xpenscs
that in many Europeai countries have to be

" borne by the local gentry = if they do not

wish to be accused of avarice — for public illu-

+ minations, Aower. festivals and so forth and so

on. While on this suliect, it should be men-
tiofied that peoples which’ technically are cer-
tinly the most advanced in the world, but
which psychologically retain manifest traces of
primitivencss, such as the ‘Americans, never,
neglect to boast with ostentatious complacency
of the large sums they have spent or donated,
. The distribution of the Fmprrt}- of the de-
ceasedd among a number of primitive peogles
i also in keeping with the foregoing concept.
The ciitom amoiig civilised peoples in dmes
gonk by — ind of which mmﬂﬁicng still remains
— of burying attributes of authority, arms,
harses and even slaves and other markd of social
prestige with their owner, is probably a survival

12. — It was not everywhere, though, that
the stage of enforced work led to an *' economy
of prestige . Where the domineering classes
WETE more NUMmerous br mare encrgetic or radi-

ally different as regards rage, belicfs and cus
-toms from the subject masses, so that the laner

could never hope to rise in the social seale or
y as they might accumulate

o satisfy material needs and consequently it.
was for this purpose that it was accumulated.
hs the upper classes -:nnl:i.nu:)_!_- E
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to be influenced by-the paycho ogy of presti
which alio regulated their rebations with lﬁ:
lower classes and dictated the conduct of the
State, which was under the ascendancy of the
ruling classes, ‘the lower classes were guided
more.and more by principles of gain,

There ‘thus came info being a composite
economic_system, which may ‘be considered as
it economy of galn dominated by an economy
of prestige. Ih Europe this cconomy took the
form of feudalism and even to-day mast of the
teigning. houses and many of the noble families
in Europe are guided -more by principles of
prestige than by principles of gain in their eco-
nomic conduct; Asxa matter of fact, however,
the feudal system was not peculiar to Europe;

. in-a number of other countries, Abyssintaand

Japan for instance, the same system wab

. adopted,

In the Ottoman empire, where the ruling
caste was too small to govern with its awn
demographic forces and too exclusive to’ admit
the subject. races, this composite economic sy
stem took a different form.  Instead of the
aristocratic regime that generally charaéterised
feudalism, therefore, an absolutist form of gov-
ernment had to be established and the charges
usually falling to the nobles under feudalism
were entrusted to officials, who were often
recruited, as children, from the subject races,
torn from their families and brought up in the

Scraglio. They rose in the blireaticratic or mili- .

tary hicrarchy according to their personal pres-
tige with the Sultin and were entirely depend-

enton bounties. The Sulgan'did not pay regular
-~ salaries to his su tet, but made them
_presentsyin return his s

- o the Sultan making Rim gifts which refur-
- nished the Imperial treasury. Relations between

the varioud categories of officials were an the
same basis, the result being a system which for
centuries — judging at least from the expansion
of the Empire — worked efficiemly, Mean-

Awhile the lower classes, formed mainly by the

sibject races, followed the urge for gain in
their economic life; i : e

13. — The ultimate fate of thes composite
farms of economy varied from one country o
‘another. :

- In some of the poorer countries not yet

rdinates paid homage

-
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reached by modern economic currents, like
Abyssinia, the system continued and actually

0 exists still,

. In maost other countries, soonér or later the
subject  clastes, {ng increased in number
t they were more prolific
and their system o iey-making more effic-
ient, overthrew the dominating classesg but the
outcome of this was not t;:fﬁ’lﬂ: everywhere.

In the East, probiably bdcause of the much
blander form of coerfion -applied by the domi-
neering classes, the subject classes felt the urge
to work less strangly, At the same time relig-
ious. motives, a iecper respect for traditions

. and the preater numerical importance of the

_ probably. connected with the high birth rate
. and is of outstanding importance — the strength

*descendangs of the old domineering elasses
kept the system of prestige alive; so that a
mixed system cameifito being at the basis of
_which are both gain prestige,

In the West, inst€adk the system of gaining
money prevailed so completely that nothing has.

remained of the system bf prestige, but some
quite negligible vestiges in, the reigning houses
and amdng the high nobility. This is the result
of a combination of circumstances: the reaction

against the contemplative life of the religious

orders under the Reformation, which culminat.
ed in exilation of work and also, in sorme Chur-
ches, in the sanctification of wealth as a token
of divinc benevolence; some inventions such as
a more suitable type of harness for draught

animals and the rudder on ships which, by

enabling men' to make a better use of the
~animal strength of traction and of the pro-

pelling power of the wind, .rendered the last

remains of slavery and servitude superfiuous:
the mdre efficient system of communications
by land and sea deriving therefrom and the sub-
sequent important discoveries of new commer-

~cial routes and new continents which rapidly

developed trade exchanges and iucredsed: the
power and prosperity of the merchant classes

and of other professions of a strictly lucrative

nature; and, last but not least, the except-

donally high birth rate among the middle classes

which increased their importance as compared
-with the nobility and — this phenomenon is

=
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of family ties which led people to identify the
needs of their descendants with: their own,

~ that their urge w work and save money wa

much greater,

These circumstances not only determined the . |

triumph of the bourgeoisie in Western Europe
but, some continuing and some increasing, they
contributed to its demographic, economic and -
political expansion. One of the main reasons
why the system of monep-miking proved more
cfficient than the system of prestige is undogly.
cdly to be found in the faet that ic = casier

and safer to accumulate material goods than ~

the immaterial advantages on which the latter
system is mainly based.  Consequently, in the
long run, the system of gain spread from Enirope
all aver the waeld, penctrating, stirring, if not
upsetting, societies based on other systtmy and
setting its mark on national economy in the
century that was aptly termed bourgesis,
This wa certainly not the Srst time in his
tory that the system of gain prevailed: Athens
and Rome are well-known historical examples
In Athens and 4n Rome, however, the [y
tem did not get a firm footing, because the
huge accumulation of wealth ta which it led
engendered coruption both in private and in
public life and — probably an wjavoidable con-
sequence of this — a drop in the birth rate, 2.}’
loosening of family tis, a breaking of solidarity
with the generations to come and, therefore, not

only an cnd to accumulation, but the coRsEmp :

tion and dispersion of wealth already accumu-
lated. Serious reasons lead us to fear o similar -
degenerative process in our present bourgeis
socicty and many think it has already started

- r %

14. — Unlike the ancient classic society, haw:
ever, our contemporary bourgeois society would
not dic out without leaving heirs, This time
the stage of free work based on gain has lasted
long enoufh for the stage of voluntary work to
have evolved from it.

With the system of voluntary work, produc: -
tion at any rate' is assured, though within cer-
tain limits, b the pleasure peaple take in their
work; to a certain extent the spur of gain is
now supertiuous and we find the stimulus of

prestige reacquires strength. Comples eco-

nomic and social consequicnces ensue, that |

shall illustrate in another study, tracing the frst
putlines of a labouristic- cconomy (12),

15. == Thig sketch of the evolution of the
Fg:hulnq.;}- of work and of :_tcctlmulmion is

fra) A Spanish erandslon n||‘ the itiidy; entitled - Feoupnffs
faboral + Opeida Kirtdrica” y prifserdy [erar drdeicms cow applica-
dosdt o Ia recietad Emericana, b5 ln the press; published by
e Badimeial Labor, Pascelona and Heenos  Aiee A article,
jemmarhifng some resalty, had sppesred dusing the war in the
o Reviita Internacionsl de Socsolopia o (Madrld), Apeil Seghem:
ber it -nder the iitle Frimeray lincer de ding proscmig la-
bortl, and then reprodiced, |3\.-gl|:llu.-:|I with another aglicle, i
o panphlet entitled Dier enipor de’eramomia laboral, pubilished
by e lpwimin - Palmes de Socinlogls, Conscia Q*"Piri"r de
\eveasgaciones Cientificas, hadid, - -
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general one and many quite important details
remain in the shade from which perhaps they
my fever emergel many others are the result of
a process of imuition rather than of well Found:
t(i proofs whieh may never be supplicd. Except
by intuition, it is indeed impossible to penetrate
the psycholagy of the working classes in pre-
historic times, and even very difficult to pene.
tratc it in more recent times, pnrticuinr!;rt

view of the fact that for centuries thede classes
lived ‘in the background of history. But, in

any case, 1 fope thily sketch will by found
intercsting and suggestive enough to justify its
_presentation. - : i

in

b



